ED 126 902 
INSTXTDTI9N 



DOC0H^H5 BESOBB^ 



IB 003 817 



V 



PDB DATE 
HOTB 

aODBNAL CIT 

edbs price 
d;3Scejptoes 



IDENTIFJERS- 



Heber, Benita M.,- Ed;; !Be,arnan, Toni Carbo, Ed, 
Current Issaes.in Serials Librarianship. 
Drexel Univ., Philadelphia, Pa. Graduate Sciooi, of 
Library Science; -f- ' ' 
Jul 75 , • V ■ \ ' 

V 87p, ' ' • , . 

Drex,el library fiuairterly.; • v1 1 n3 pl-83~3Ti-l 1975 , - 

. MF-JO.BS EC-$h.-^7 -Plus 'Postige.^ 

gadgets; Cat^lo^ing;. Costs; International Program^;. 

Librarians; Library Automation; Library Education; 

♦Library Techni^^pj^l Processed* Pericdicals; Publishing 
•Industry; *S.erl%ls, ' ^ , * ' 

cbaJS^i^'C^nv^j^ion of Serials; international Standai;d' 
'^ibli'ogra'pliic'^Description ;, ISBD (S) ; National Serials 

Data Ptogran ■ - ■ 



ABSTRACT 

The July -1975 issu^ of Dreiel Library Quarterly is 
dedicated to current • issues in. serials librarianship. T«o 
contributors present conflicting opinions on means of bibliographic 
control, specifically snain entries and the International Standard 
Bibliographic DescriptiNpn (Serials) (ISBD(^). International issues 
are dis.c*fcsd, -as are major national activities in the national 
Serials Program (NSDP) and the Conversion of ■ jSerials ' (CONSEB) 

project. Othei; articles deal with costs and budgets, the education 
serials librarians, (&nd ways in w.hich librarians nay" infl'u'ence the 
f crm' of publication of materials. (LS) 



of 



> 




Documenl^s acquired^by ERK include iianj infpr»al unpublished ♦ 



* Materials not a^vlailable from other sour^B^JE makes everyyef fort * 

* to obtain t^lie^ best^copy available. , Nevertheless ^ems of^^^rginar, ♦ 

* reproducibfllity are often encountered and this affects the quality , * 

* of the .fflicroif iche and hardcopy reproductions EEIC makes 'Available 

^ * vi$i t^e .EEIC Document Heprodjiction Service (EDBS) • EDBS is not ♦ 

'* responsible for the quality at the original docunent. Be productions * 

* sujppried by j^DBS are the best that can be .made from the original.' * 



I 

•i -— prexel Library Quarterly 



o 

a- 

sO 



O 

ERIC 



A publication of the 

Graduate School of Library Science 

Drexel University ' 



July 1975 Vol 11 No: 3 • 



us OEPARTMENTOFHEALTH, 
{, EDUCATION* WELFARE ^ \ 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE 
o EDUCATION 

'H. s ' -DOC 0 VENT MAS SEEN REP»0., 
OjCED SXACTlY'AS received FftOM 
-Mf PERSON OR OROANiZATiON OR»GtN. 
ii'.NO 'T POlNT^ OF VIEW ORpP'NiONS 
STAGED 00 NOT fiECeSSARiLY REPRE- 
* >F.NT Ott^C^AL NATr-ONAL (NSTtTUTE OF 

6£)O''AT.0N POSITION ORoPOtlCY 

Current Issues in 
Serials Librarianship 



Benita M. Weber & Toni Carbo Bearman 
C/J Issue Editors 

O- ■ ■ 




Editorial Board 

A. Kathryn 0!ler>^rofessor. Chafrman 

Guy Garnson. Professor . 

Raymond W. Barber, Assistant Professor 



Publication Staff 

\ Barbara P. Casini, Managing-Editor 
V^ra. Rocks, Circylation Manager 

^Sally t. Buell. Design Consultant 
Joseph D'Auria. Printing Coordinator 



pcftwSS'ON TO fl£PPO:^CE This >:{5Py ^ ^"^ 
M>OH-TC0 WAI€^f*^HAb BEEN G«AN'£0 Sv ' \^ 

EPlC AND 0«GAN(ZA''tON$ OPfPATiNG 

/ ^ S'iTuT£ OF EDUCATJON J^URTmER REPRO 
y OtC'tOS OUTStOe 'HE ERIC SVSTEV PE ^ ^ 

>\.NE« » 

o 

brexel Library Quarterly, Barbara P Casmi, managing •dltor. IS 

> published by Drexe) University Philadelphia. Pa Issuecfin January. April. July. ' 
^ and October ■ 



'Copyright 1975 by Graduate School of Library Science. Drex^l University. 
Philadelphia, Pa 19104 Orders for subscriptions and single ^ssues may be 
addressed to Drexel Ubrary Quarterly at this address Subsdrjptton rates 
USA and Canada. $12 a year. $4 per single copy, other countries. $15 a 
year. $5 per sinQle copy New rates fCr 1976 wilt be $12 a year for 
indivjduais,S^1€ a year for institutions! Add $2 50 for postage outside USA 
-arr^Ca^^tctS Single copies will be ^5' each (including postage). 

The Quarterly is indexed or abstracted m Current Index to Journals m 
Education, trrformation Science Abstracts, Ubrary literature, Ubrary & 
. information Science Abstracts. PAiS Bulletin, and CAil 

Library of Congress catalog card number. 65-991 1 Microfilnr) edi(|on 
prepared annually by Xerox University Microfilms. 300 North ZeeoRoad. 
'Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 ISSN 0012-6160. CODEN. DRLQBK 



'No copyright is claimed for the articles by Joseph H Howard. C. Sumneir 
Spalding and Lawrence Q Livingston 




Content^ 



40 
49 
60 
64 




introduction 



The Serials Librarian 
As Activist 

Main Entry for Serials 



Toni Carbo Bearman 
. Benita M. Weber- 



David C.Taylor 



.4. 



Joseph H. Howard 



20 ISBD(S) and Title Mai^n 
Entry for Serials 

27 Interna^nai Cooperation in. 



C. Sumner Spalding 



international cooperation in, . 
Serials I' PVogress and Prospects JosephyV. Price 

National Serials Data Program ^''^ Mary Sauer 

The CONSER Project: An Analysis '^Paul Vassallo 

CONSER intef-Helatiohships Lawrence G, Livingston 



7^ 

Serials: Costs and Budget 
Projections 



72 Education of Sejials Librarians: 
A Survey 



F. F. Clasq.uin 
Benita M. Weber 



82 Contributors 



Introduction . 



/• 



r 



Any attempt to identify the important current issues in the field of ^ 
senals librananship is a Herculean task. Dozens of potential issues 
and ideas were considered. How do you limit the field of .serials 
— aSo you include secondary and tertiary serials, or hmit the topic to 
the primary literature? How about binding problems, stprage 
costs, new forms of serials, such as publi)[^atio^s available only in 
microff rm? What afcout the copyright controversy? The options 
were either a neW serial on current issues in serials or some strict 
guidelines to focus the issue. * - : 

Tbe title of J;his issue indicates the emphasis on curren{ issues in 
serrals hbfanatisNp. We have found that it is ofterj- difficult. for 
-Working senals hbrariansto identify current source^qj information 
directly related toj^^ir work. Topics whic>i are bothJimely and 
which affect the working senals librarian were selected. We^chose 
not to include historical survey articles, but rather to ask selected 
individuals^to write on the mqst recent developments in areas of 
vital ihterei^t to the senals library community Wherever itjwas. 
appropnate, we asked our^ontributors tp emphasize the manner 
^in which serials^branans can have an impact upon the issues 
under dispussioa 



The many acronyms 'and strings of letters appearing in the 
literature/— CONSER, OCLC, NSDP, ISBD(S),JSSNiCODEN— are 
difficult enough to identify Keeping up wjth^hThrronJr projects and 
activities IS even harder In this issue,vv0'haveattembfedto identify 
the state-of-the-art in senals librariansnip. We have ncKoyeclooked 
thecorit wersial issue ofcopynght.but-y^e felt itvyas irappropriate 
to include an article on this topifc pending.ajdeifinitivi Supreme' 
Court decision or Congressional action. ' 



Bibliogrlaphic control, is'one major area of concern. Joreph H. 
Howard and C Sumner Spalding have kindly allowed ust^reprint 
their articles wmch appeared in theLC Information BiHlt&tin for 
November 22, /974. Mr. Spalding's articlewasorigihally prepared 
for Internahonal Cataloguing. These two articles represetjl con- 
flicting opinions on the choice of entry for 'seria^6. 
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Joseph W. Price's article disdtisses tfie important international 
implications of the choiq)B of entry issue and expands the discus; 
s\op to the b^ader area of international cooperation in serials. 

• \ 

There are threp major national activities in the field of serials. The 
• editors had hoped to include aniarticleon MARC/Serialsby^laiffe 
Woods. Unfortunately, due to illpess,:(his article was not avaifeble. 
NSDP^and CONSER are described in ;a series of three articles. 

No issue on serials librarianship would be complete without ^a , 
discission of costs. We decided to ask a representative from a 
jobber tq pjovide a view from the private sector F. F. Clasqi^in's 
articte 'focuses on costs of serials for use in budget projections^ 

It IS appropriate that this issue of the Drexe/ Library Quarterly 
begins with an article focusing on the serials l/ibrarian as activist 
and ends with one recommending ways to improve the education 
and trajning of.sernals librarians. .We are interested in providir^a^^^ 
collectToh pf informatior> to encourage well-informed '"^o^f^gP 
spfecialists to take a more active-roIe m exercising true IpiBiS^^ » 
graphic control over serials. * \ \^ T ^' 

^ * \ I f 

TonI Carbo.Bearman — ' 

Benita M. Weber j 



The Serials Librarian as Activist 

David C. Taylor ^ 



Tfie title of \his article is intended to havl mild shock value. Qne^ 
^oes not exDect serials librarians (or any' other libra,rians, for that . 
matter) to be activists.' Librarians are the mild, earnest ty^^s.^We 
protest the stereotypes, yet we tend to hold them ourselves! It is 



more than merely a matter of librarians' personalit) 



In the delivery of information from author to consumer, th^e are 
relatively activeiand passive roles. By active ancrpassiye/l^m not 
referring to the degree of difficulty or expertisfe or pre«ige iden- 
tified with the roles, but the^degree of initiative used and control 
over*the information network exercised. Of^all th^ roles, the li- 
brarian )s*aad theyndexer's are least ^ttiv0. Authors and editors 
and publishers create, shape and produce ideas in informatior) 
packages. Libranans and indexers describe, classify, locate and 
give access to the information. The reader, ^e consumer of^the 
information, is monp aggressive The reader comes looking for 
the information. 



Indexers. particularly in'the sciences, have d^eloped a form qL- 
index which has madfe^rofourfd changes in the packaging of 
information The Key-Word-ln-Confext Index first required authors 
to write their trtles in such a way that they would be self-iadexin\ 
using the key terms nd^e^essary a^s descriptors 

Can or should libparian^ change fheir role \b have a similar effeit 
on the form of publi'catioin? Most-decidedly. yes. We have already! 
accomplished much witm Cl,P, ISBN's, and ISSN's. BOt much re-\ 
mams to-be _^jone. particularly with serials. Ptifeljoatioihs must be) 
designed and profJuced with bibliographic reqiiirenrtents in mind. It^ 
IS not sufficient to note, aft^r mUST^research. that there are two 
New Left /Vo/es, both published by 4DS,.'one tnBpston and the 
other in Chicago. We neea to do all that is possible to avoid the 
appearance of such biblioqraphic headaches in the first place. 
, Rather than describe their auirks. we need to m^ke sure they are 
^ot'quirky. On behalf of bkbliigraphic control, a value important fo 
authors, publishers, and reaaers (even if they have never heard of 
it), librarian^ have the^iiuty t^ be activists. 



i 



Thte Serials Librarian as Activilt 

r 



Traditionally and realistically, librarians have reacted to bibho-» 
grj'aphic control problems by imprpving their policies and proce- 
diires. The constituents we fiope to serve would be amazed at the 
pfiletaphysicai argljfrients librarians have over subletie^of the 
cataloging rules on their behalf It scarcely occurs to us to seek to 
^olve bibliographic problems by attacking their source in the pro- 
duction of library n^aterials. 

Has ifever-Taccurred to anyone that, if the cataloging rules are to 
wofR, the publisher*! must know them almost as well as librarians'^ 
How many publish4f3 know that the official title, according to 
library cataloging rules/is not the (sever title, but the title page,<it1e 
or m^^thead*? Comjmoa sense*? Not necessarily to a publisher 
tryioQ to sell his psofJuct with a classy cover. How many, publishers 
reaiize that, by \he ^Anglo-American Cataloging Rules, a title 
change ceases ah old publication and begins anew onfe, even if the 
volume ngmbering continues'^That news would^ surprise mahydf 
our publishing friends ^ 

Publishers do care about the records we create. They do know that 
the library network crjeates the permanent, worldwide historical 
record which makes possible scholarly acceptance and guaran- 
tees bibliographic access. But we have not been aggressive 
enoygh in telling them of the importanceof^standardization. We 
need to educate them to and demand of them publishing stan- 
dards Despite the stereotypes, recent library history demonstrates 
that librarians are full of sass and vinegar Can librariansforget the 
upheavals in ALA only two or three years ago^the fine publications 
Sipapu, Syhergy. Booklegger. , Revolting Librarians, The Emer- 
gency Librarian, SRRT Newsletter,' bbranans for Social Change, or 
CALL— Current Awareness, Library Literature, experiments such 
as High John, the growth of library unions, the growing women's 
consciousness\caismg, that incredibly energetic whirlwind, ru- 
rriored to be onl^pne man, named Sanford Berman, or the 
courageous stands ma'de daily by librarians for intellectual free- 
dom *? We can be activists. 

Nonstandard Serials Are Too Expensive 

M^ny libranans, although I cannot believe serials libranans are 
among them, may not be aware they have anything to be activist 
about. They may be so immersed in their procedi^res that they are 
not aware of the enormous difficulty and expense nonstandard 
senals publication practices cause libranes and library users. 
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Lengthy, interesting tl^eoreticaldBbatescan be held whether latest 
entry orsuccessive*entry cataloging, is best for serials that change 
titles Most librarians would probably agree that the user is better 
served by successive entry., while most also regret, the lossof 
tid mess of t he historical record in o ne place. But theory is probably 
not the reasor> that the Library of Congress and many other li- 
braries have adopted successive entry. It was adopted ^)ecause it 
was a les^ time-consuming way to catalog and the flood title, 
changes could not be.handled the old way 

How many serial title changes are there? No one even knows how 
many senalsare being pubj^ished.* Of course, one of the reason^ it 
IS so difficult to determine such a figure is the fact that serials are 
always changing titles. ^ 

My experience at Michigan State Uniyersity .indicates tl^at a 
mini;num of 2 percent of an active list of serials will change their 
titles each year (Calculating itan other way', as many as 5 percent a 
year^change titles^ If y ou lo*ok at any list of serials which are 1 0 years 
old or oldef'. half wilt have changed their titles sorrretime in the past 
ten years Thiscould indicate that serials which change their titles 
have a lower mortality rate than serials which do not.) 

At Michigan State University, it cost us an estimated $14 to identify^ 
catalog, and change the receiving records, public catalog, senals 
hblding list and branch library records foreach title change. About 
one title in ten changes without our recognizing it. This causes us 
to place duplicate orders, claim unnecessarily, discard wanted 
material, and of course keeps serials which we are purchasing for 
the use of students and faculty off the shelf. 

Even after we have finished the expensive job of^hanging a title, 
there isapermanent interruption mthe bibliographic continuity of 
the publication. Any large union list of serials is full of confusing 
cross references or "continued by" and "superseded by" refer- 
ences The expense of providing bibliographic control at the na- 
tional and international level is uncounted, but the cost of keeping 
upwith serial title changes is very high. The expense to scholars is 
also ve*ry great and also incalculable. . ' 

*i esttrhate 200,000 senalsare t>eing'PMb{tshed annuallyin the U S. alone, of 
w htch only 1 00,000 are cataloged tn lit^ranes Guesswork, yes, but based on 
the number of entries \rrNew Serial Titles, and on the certain knowledge 
that every company personnel offtce^nton. church, and local organization 
iathe-co\int*ry. publishes a newsletter and perhaps an annual directory 
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Nunf»be/mg^0robt^m|^do not usually cause as^uch confusion 
because librae staff at least can identify the publication. But need- 
less trouble and correspondence is caused indlvidual^bscribers, 
library binding departments, claimers, missing issue replacers and ' 
useTrs when publishers arbitrarily skip numbers or forgetfully re- 
peat them, 

! • , ■ . 

^any of the "nonstandard 'nproblems with serials are associated* 
with lack of expertise.* A'^sigVier pla^s with the jnitials of a 
p^ncudical and p'laces an artful moq^ogram on the title page — not 
knowing that, by library cataloging rules, she or he is changing the 
title. Aprinter, copying the fortnat of the previous issue, mistakenly 
forgets to change the date or numbering. 

V 

Uililike books, which reqpire a large capital investment, most se- 
rials are published by amateurs with tpore knowledge of the con- 
tept/natterthan of the art of pliblishing. Even small presses make 
thteir mistakes* ih publishing books one at a time. But small pub- 
lishers of serials have to correct themselves as they learn. 

Many^pf the hundreds of thousan£^s of serial publishers have to 
"reinvent'lhe'wheel ' as they encounter problems. Their ingenious 
solutions'to bibliographic problems leaye librarians breathless 
The publishers*bf*Hawa//. University. Cooperative Extension Ser- 
vice'.'^Miscelfaneous Publtcation. and Hawaii. Agnculturhl E)(peri- 
ment Station. Miscellaneous Publication, are one and the same. It 
makes good sense to this publisher tq number these bulletins 
consecutively as one senes, not two. Thus the Cooperative Exten- 
sion Service has numbers 91-95 and 97 but number 96 is the 
Agricultural Experiment Station. There is no way the cataloging 
rules of any library can anticipate and allow fo r this simple solution 
toa bibliograph^^rqblem. Nor is there ahy w'ay, short of constant 
correspondence, that an^cqulsitionsJibrarian can feel confident 
in his library's record of holdings. - — . ' 



*Many will resent my lumping ordinary serial titfe changes witi) Qlher bad 
example$as"nonstjTOard.'' There are many "good" reasonsf otserial title 
changes to avoiding confusion of one publication With another with the , 
identical or a 'similar title, the changing terminology of a discipline* 
changed scope, or even the 5trug;0le for survival. As^ serials librarian, I 
tend to be hardhearted. The first problem should have been avoided from 
the* start, the second anb third are based on the fallacy that the title t>f ja 
serial must exactly describe all its contents, and as for the last,-! can only 
quote Scrooge. If only a title change can'savethem fro,m dying, th^n "they 
• had better dte and decrease the surplus population."' _ 
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One series published at the Michigan State University International 
Studies Centpr turned out to be the lavenlion of thedepartmentai 
secretary in charge of inventory control The series ' turned out to 
be volume 1 only of four different senes and volumes 1 and 2 6f a 
fifth There IS no doubt m my mind that the secretary's numbering. » 
was mucK'mOre efficient than the learned doctors' who created a 
new series title for nearly every new publication There Is also no 
^ai^^^uestion that her series tit|e and numbering did noji appear on the 
publications and therefore did not officially exist. 

Anothermgenious solution IS the interim ' title to ease the reatjer 
g^nj^ ^Jj>^o _a__tltlfi: n^f^ngg^hat does a publisher know about 
libra^^sRavmg to make two till^ changes m^lheir records'^ What 
cap we do willtthe publisher who is searching desperately for the 
formuJa for success and tries five different titles in three years? He 
wejcomes subscriptions, but he really thinks of each issue as a 
book to be sold omts own ability tograbbuyersand advertisers. 
(^ucf^mghamshire and Berkshire Countryside.) 

One scientific publisher changes his title apparently to be certain 
that it reflects all past title elements and ^1 current professional 
interests of his readers (Corrective and Social Psychiatry and 
dournal of Behavior Technology, Method, and Therapy.) Another 
uses artistic magic to slide his publication gi^ad^u^lly irom one title 
to another. When did the old title leave off and the new title begin? 
\Nursing Care ) Other publishers create a joint issue of iwodiffer- 
ent publications, with dual issue Numbering and paging. {The 
Ecologist, V 4 no 9, November 1974. and Resurgence, v. 5, no. 5, 
Novembe^^December 1974 ) . ' ^ » ' 

, Hundreds of examples could be given but jhese will suffice. Non- 
standard serial j!)ublishing practices are bibliographically confus- 
ing and expensive to librariaris 'and readers Our efforts to make 
clear, understandable, trustworthy bibliographic records forthese 
pu'blications are frustrated by the fact that the publications are 
bibliographically reeling from one publishing decision to the nexl,^ 



Hoiw Do librarians Tell Them? 



If It I's impossible, and it.is, to make sound cataloging decisions 
about publications (miormation packages) because of the contrar- 
iness of the paC1«ig'es oi' variations in th^ir design, how will the 
projjucers of the packages know that unless librariafris tell them*? 
But ho>A^do we leH them*? Why would publishers be ready to listen 
to us on the subject of publishing'^ ^ ' 
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The simplest of all methods of affecting {>ubhcatJon is to wnte a'' 
letter to the editor or publisher Disarmingly simple, it is neverth^ 
tess€urpnsingly effective for two reasons Serial publishers do not 
often get letters from knowledgeable people about their publica- 
tions, except for responses to articles The letter isther^ore unex- 
pected and often read with an open friind. Several letters from 
different persons begin to have a great impact The pH^oblem'is that 
most publishers do not know of the existence of bibliographic 
standards and the havoc wrought without their guidance, an^ 
therefore, the mform^ion the letter write'r can give is usefu/toMts 
reader and can le,ad to the intended change. ^ ^ 

Thoughtful letters which do not desoend to^name'calling accom- 
plish more than one might expecjt. but not enough We alfeo need, to, 
devjse strategies for reaching the fleCision-makers before the 
cisions are macte To 60 this we will have to wol-k together 

Publishers use consultants (See the listing m Literary Market 
' Place 1 Why don t we create a b^rd of libranarrs who have unques- 
tionable knowledge about the prpblejjis of bibliographic control 
for serial publications and who will ag^e,to consult with pub- 
lishers for reasonable fees^ Perhaps a grant could start the piro- 
gram and provide publicity Thereafter a percent of consultations 
fees could be used for advertising 

Publishers have as many meetings as librarians. Could we not 
suggest to various pubhsh«pg associations that a session on the 
requirements^! bibliographic control should be apartof their next 
. conference, and that the peppie to lead such a session are • 
available'^ . - ' 

Could we not promote public relatior\s between librarians and ^ 

publishers concerning the nfeed for biblk)graptuc standards'^ Li- 
* branes are buyers They can and should jnform their supplters of 
. their needs ,We make specifications for all equipment purchases 

Why not specify bibliographic standards when we order and when . 

we write about orders for hbrary materials'^ * , 

We could create a manual for serial publishers, complete with hints 
on financing, promoting, writing, editing, layout, artwork, mailing, 
keeping records, accountmg and bibliographic requirements 
Many publishers and editors tmd themselyes responsible for a 
publication without much knowledlge of these things (In the fast 
five years I have been asked for advice from ten different peopl^.'Bll 
faculty members, who l?y virtue of an office in an asisociation • 
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unexpectedly beqame mi chrarge of a serial.) Too often the people 
who give them. advice arapot knowledgeable about the matters 
that concern us. They vvilf hot pay tor consultants, but they would 
pay for a good senal publisher s manual. • . . 

Who »s the "we jn these pa^pr^phs? It could be any existing 
association of librarians. Al^ ^A, CLA, ASIS, or* whoever; 6r It 
could be an association of librarians who come together for this 
purpose. It would l^e better to work with existing library groups, but 
if that IS not possiblif, the "we" could be \pe group that fornfis to 
accomplish the goal * • 

We can also support, encourage and participate in standards ac- 
tivities The American -Library Association's Bookdealer-Library 
Relations Committee (in the Acquisifionis Section of the Resources 
and Technical Service division) has written two standards which 
are published and available from the American Library Associa- 
tion G mdehnes for Publishers, Agents, and Librarians m Handling 
Orders for In-prjnt Monographic Publications. These excellent 
standards deserve wide dissenryiFtation They require hig^stan- 
dards of libranans as well as publishers and agents, fol- , 
lowed, would avoid many of the business problems wViipr often 
sour our relatidsfehips ^ 

The American National Standards Institute is the best hope for 
creating strong, widely recognized standards. Its Z39 Committee 
on Library Work, Documentation, and Related Publishing Prac- 
tices, chaired by Jerrold Orne of theUniversity of North Carolina, is 
composed of representatives ot^ssociations of publishers, li- 
brarian^ and learned ifl$mes. and has produced about twenty 
standards The most pertinent one for serial publishing is Z39.1- 
1967. Periodicals Format and Arrangement, which is now being 
revised by asubcommittee chaired bw^dward J. Hut h of the Ameri- 
can College of Physicians m Philadelphia Now. while the writing is 
in process, is the time for senals activiststo make our concerns felt 
We should be acquainted with existing standards and'make ' 
suggestions for their improvement. 

If standards are good, we should make sure our libraries adopt 
them and follow them and insist thabour suppliers follow them. 

' •One-^cfv^foup which has formed I know about because L^m irTit 
Ubranahs United to Fight Costly. Silly. Unnecessary Senal Title Changes 
The senal publication associated with it is Title Vanes, which exists to 
discuss senal problems and the kindsof solutionsmentioned in this article 

, / 
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Workmg through standards will be. \n the long run, our.most 
effective way of producing serial pubhcations capable of being 
bibliographically controlled 

Every new and original idea about serials work that hasexated me 
in the past five years has turned out, upon ^tudy. to be only a 
rediscovered or repeated idea. Every complaint, every pi*Gposal, 
every angry author was anticipated in the literature by an earlier 
one Likewise. I am sure nothing original will be found m this 
article Yet. one key idea, if not new, has not been said enough 
Librarians can. and indeed must, influence'the f6rm of publication 
of library materials It rs too late to be concerned, about bibho- * 
graphic control after publication If it is unrealistic for us to believe 
we can standB^ize all publishing, it is unresponsible of us and 
unprofessional for us not to try ' 



Note. 



1 Charles Dickens. A Christmas Carol" in//ve Chnstmas Novels (New 




York Heritage Press, 1939), p22 
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\ nalure qf trials is^uch that, in both the Cataloging Rules 
' Author and Titles Entries 3nd the Anglo-American Cataloging 
Ruf^ (AACR), there.are special, rules for choice-of entry for serials 
that\ffer from the rules fdr monographs W^ile the Stateme/itpf 
'Pnneih^s Adopted at the International Conferb(ice on Cataloging 
Pnnciplh& (Pans Principles) leaves much room/Vr interpretation » 
and contrc^ersy re^rding serials, it also provides for special rules 
for choice 'M^ent^yl^h4^n^^ serials three' times. The first state- 
ment says t™ mam pntry^hould be under corporate body for 
those senatsVhose titles consisf o| a genenc.term (Bulletin, 
Transections. et\) preceded4)r followed by the n^me of a corpo- 
rate body, and vfrhMi include some account of the aetivitje$ of the 
body. ^ The^cono^tatement concernmg senate requires^ mam 
entry under title for t^pse "works (mcluotng serials and periodi- 
cals) known pnmanly oiuionventionally by tm&N(;^thar4han by the 
name of. the author. Tnfe third statement, ^tso reterring to title , 
•mam entry, but not addressing itself specifically to cAT^yqeof^ntry 
says, When a senal puWicat^ns is issued successivelytrn^e'' 
d ifferent titles, a mam entry shoWl be mad e^under each trM^forthe 
series of issiies bearing that tttleSwith indication of at {east the 
immediatply preceding and succeeotng titles.. For each such senes * 
of issues, an added entry may bejuadrunder one selected title. If. 
however, the varTi^tionsTnTitle are only slight, the most frequently 
used form may be adopted as a uniform heading for ajl issue's."^ ^ 
Various cataloging codes from around the world hav^nterfTreted' 
this minimal guidance m different ways and som^Have chosen to 
, ignore it. either totally or in part The North Am^tan text of AACR 
departed from the principles because ' thep<5mnrfihee held that the 
mclusionmthetitleofasenalofthenam^rpartofthe name of the 
issuing corporate body is too povv^rful a criterion to be nullified 
when.m tin usual cases, noaccmjfit of the activities of the body is 
included m the publication. Valso held that known pnmanly or 
conventionally by tifle^ is JtOo vague a crlterioh.**^ 
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•Repnhted fropnrlC Information Bulletin 33 (ho 47. November 22. 1974), 
Appendix I A232-236. 
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Cooperation and standardization on bothi national and interna- 
tional scale are booming increasingly n/ore imperative in the 
world of rising costs and with the continued expansion of the body 
of knowledge, thereby making bibliographic control more expen- 
sive, difficult. antJ complicated' Serials are no exception. 

Repent activity in the philosophical and procedural approaches to 
serials cataloging and processing is evident in the appearance of 
•n^w acroiiyms and^bbreviation^ such as ISSN (International 
Standard Seriat Number), ISDS (International Senals Dat4 Sy^s- 
tem). and ISBD(S) (International Standard Bibliographic Descrip- 
tion for Senals). 

All are directly or indirectly concerned with catalogifig and, to a 
varying extent , all d iffer from our national standards and practices, 
and sometimes they differ with each other. In anli|ttempt'to coop- 
erate, simplify, and standardize on an internatiohal level, many 
people have been invoJved in efforts to resolve t|fiese differences. 
Some of these efforts have been successful but naany are still 
pending. The question of "entry" for serials regains a major 
problem. ^ 



Recording of the Title ^ 

Only the ISBD(S) and the Guidelines for ISDS are directly con- 
cerned with rules for cataloging. Since the ISBD(S) concern is 
solely wit h the rules for ' description." it is d iscussed here only as it 
defines what ismeantt)y title ' It rs important to clarify the mean- 
ing of title because the recording of the title relates directly to the 
choice of entry s 

'/TJie I^BD(S) requires a distinctive title" but does nof^^fine dis- 
tinctive title as American librarians have defined it in the past. The 
4SBD(S) distinctive title is the title as it appears on the piece and. m 
the case of a gtneric term, the term plus the name of the issuing 
body (also as it appears on the piece) preceded by a space- 
hyphen-space. Another way of looking at it is that there will no 
longer be generic titles, rather there wiH be only generic terms 
followed by an issuing body — -thereby making th^ title distinctive, 
forexample^ "Journal - American Medical Association." 

The^FLA Working Grbup that developed the ISBD(S) sought to 
^.achieve corrffi^tibility with the Guidelines for ISDS. Jhus, inrmost 
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cases, the distinctive title of ISBCX{S) is the same as the key title of 
ISDS. For thosps^^fials which have identjcal or common titles, 
ho)vever, ISDS^adds (Qualifying elements to the key title whereas 
IS8D{S) generally includes the qualifying elements m the impnnt 
area. While there are other conflicts between Guidelines for ISDS 
and ISBD(S), the appropriate committees are committed to their 
1 resolution 

« 

ChangeSihave been made laAACR to make the rules compatible 
with the ISBD(S) With the dropping of rule 162B (as announced- in 
Cataloging Service, Bulletjn 108, April 1974), the title is no longer 
truncated as it was in the past For example, AACR 162B allc34wed 
thecatalogerto truncateJourna/of f/7e>^mencan Med/ca/y\ssoc/a- 
Von \6 Journal because the entry was the Arhencan Medical As- 
sociation With the disappearance of 162B, the title is recorded in 
full whrie the entry, remains the same. Another major hurdle has 
been resolved between ISBD(S) and AACB (announced xnQat^og- 
ing Serv/ce. Bulletin' 109, May 1974) since AACR now requires that 
the author statement be &dded to titles which consist solely of 
generic terms. The two elements are separated by a space- 
hyphen-space. ^ >' • 

With these two changes, the ISBD(S) and AACR are rfi basic 
agreement on how to record the title, the ISBD(S) has nothjng to 
do with roi^^or choice of entry, however, the Guidelines f^r ISDS 
are concerned with entry an'd require tne key title approacn astne 
mam entry forsenal publications, ttiereby coming immediately into 
conflict with the U.S standard, AaCR. 

\ 

Choice of Entry 

I 

The difference in entry between AACp and the Guldelmes^rlSDS 
IS a nrrajor problem when it becomes involved with changes in 
serials because ISSN's are assigned on the basis 6f title (rather 
than bibliographic entry) and a new ISSN is assigned only to a new 
title, notto anewentrywhich,uftder AACR, may be made for either 
change in issuing body and/or title • 

For example. a«enal entitled £$f//7?afe$ of Employees by ProvJnce' 
and' Industry was entered,' fdljQWiog AACR, under "Canada.. 
Bureau of Statistics." The Guidelines for ISDS require that the 
entry be under the title and that the IS^ be assigned to the title. 
When the corporate body changed its name, a new AACR entry vy(as 
'required under "Canacla.StatisticsCanada* Monthly Employment^ 
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Payrolls, and Labour Income Section*" Since the title did not 
change, there would be no new entry nor ISSN under! the 
Guidelines- for ISDS— only an addition \oAhe existing record to 
refl^cUhe changed name of the corporate body. 

There are at least two alternatives that would solve this probl^ 
One would t>e to make the ISBD(S) distinctive titid the entry ele- . 
ment for all senals and make added entries for any necessary 
• issuing bodies. The other alternative would be to entei' serials that 
consist of gerreric terms plus the issuing body under corporate - 
body and enter all other serials under title with an added entry for 
any necessary issuing body. Drafts of a revision of AACR rule 6* 
reflecting these, alternatives follow. 

Alternative 1 

(6) Senats * ' 
Preliminary note This rOle for serials (including numbered mono- 
, graphic series) applies also to entries for unnumbered monographJc 
series and to series added entries (cf 33N) made for monographs in a 
series (whether numbered or not) ^ 
^ (A) Enter a serial under its title. 

If an added entry IS required forasenal, and if the title of the serial 
IS identical with that of another serial, add in parentheses the city 
of pubii'ication. If this addffion is insufficient, add also the years of 
publication - v ^ • 
Forjserials issued by'or under the authority of a corporate body, 
make an added entry for the corporate body. 
For serials by a personafauthor, make an added entry for the 
personal author 

(B) If^fhe title of a serial changes, make aseparate er)try for the issues 
appearing after the change. If, however, the^cfiafige i^of a very 
minorcharacter, it i^imply/ioted oh the existing entry (see 167K) 
If (tie corporate body accorded an added entry for a serial changes 
or undergoes a change of name, make ah added entry atso|Kider 
the new body or the new name of the body. ^ 
if the personal author accorded a'n added entry for serial changes 
make an added entry also under the new personal author. 

Alternative 2 
^ (6) Serials 

Preliminary note. This rule for serials (including numbered mono- 
graphic series^ applies also to entries for unnumbered monographic 
y< s* series and to series added entries (cf . 33N) made for monographs ip a^ 

i series (whether numbered or not). - « 

* . (A) Enter a serial under its title. 

Ifanadded entry IS required for a serial, andif the title of the serial 
IS identical with that of another serieil. add in parentheses ihe cjty 
of publication. If this addition is insufficient, add also the ye^rs of 
publication. 

' For serials issued by or under the authority of a corporate body» 

make'an added entry for the corporate body. For serials by a 
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personal author, make an added entry for the 'personal author 
Exceptrorc' r 

(1 ) if the trtie of a ser^l^sit appears on the priece consists soleiy;;Q3 

a generic term, enter under-rssuing t>ody if there '<is one 
, (2) If the title of a serial as it appears on th^ piece begins with a 
" generic term followed only by the nam\of the issuing body* 
(imtiahsmsand acronyms^re not to be consrdered names of 
bodies), enter under issumg body named m the title. 
(B) If the titleof a serial changes, make a^se^rate entry for the issuer 
appearing afterthe change following tn^sspecificationsfor entry 
as givenm 6A. If, however, the change is of a very minor character, 
' It IS simjJly noted on the existing entry (see 167K). • 

If the corporate b'ody accorded an added entry for a serial changes 
or undergoes a change of name, make an added entry also under 
the new body or the new name of the body 
If the personal author accorded an added entry fpr a senal 
changes, make an added entry also under the new personal au- 
thor • * \ 

Under both alternatives, as well as {he existing rule, a so(id defini^ 
tton of "generic term" is needed so that catalogers can come 
closer to agreement of both choice ofehtry and in recording of the 
title. 'Generic term is not defined either in AACR*or the ALA Glos- 
sary of Library Terms, and catalogers have many problems. Are 
IBingle stibject word titles such as "History," "Science." "Ecc^- [ 
nomics" generic? Are "Science Newsletter," "Research and^De- \ 
velopment Reportr' or "Bibliographical Series" gerieric? Are th^y 
perhaps common titles instead? Opinions differ wjdely. 

For the purpose of discussion, the following guidellnjas, based on 
unpublished ISDS guidelines Which have been adopted by all ISDS 
centers, are given: ^ \ 

1 ISDS definition of generic term, "one which indicates the kind 
and/or penodicjty of a publication '* t, 

Examples Annual conference proceedings. Annual report, Annua^ 
repfen^^^Bodgj^ in brief. Bulletin. Circular, Journal, Membershjg 
directory, Occastonal newsletter. Official report, Pamphlet^Pre- 
liminary report. Proceedings of the conference. Program, Record, 
Research paper. Review, Special report. Transactions 

2 Titles which contain {or consist of) terms indicating subject con- 
tent or coverage ^re not to be considerect geYieric. 

Examples: Anthropological reports, Seismological bulletin. As- ^ 
tronomy. Behavioral science series. Chemical bulletin. Clinical 
science. Science bulletin. Medical series bulletin ' 
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3 Titles which include words other than those indicatfng periodicity 
or kind of publication are generally not to be considered generic. 

Examples.Average monthly weather outlook, External trade statis- 
tics, Employment statistics. Nationalities papers. Staff papers 
series. Services and organization guide, Summary of general legis- 
la^tion, Technical services program. Training and n^thods series. 
Tutorial lecture series, State salary survey 



4 Titles which contain (or consist of) acronyms or injtiahsms arenok' 
to be considered generic. / .| 

Examples B E.A staff paper, B I S^reporl, Research report ADf^, 
Bulletm GT ' . \ 

5 In general, titles consisting olf more than five words (exclusive of 

empty words ) are not to be cor^idfered generic! 

1 ^ ; 

Examples Directory of faculty, profe'i^sionBl and\dmmistrative 
staff, and students . Apppoprration statemfe-nts by departments and 
agencies All funds, Annualdescnptive report of program activities 
for vocational education. Annual report National resources and 
recreation a'gencies 

vy hen there is doubt that a term is generic, it will be considered that 

it IS. " . ' 

Solving the problern^f^ntry is, however, not only a problem on the 
mternatioaal scale, but alsb a major problem on the national an^ 
local levels ' ^ ^ 

In any cooperative effort, whether it be international, such ^s ISDS 
and CONSER (CONversion of SERials), or national, or loc^l^it 
seems to me to be imperative that the rules for bhoice of entrylje 

.such th'St they can be interpreted in the sa'^e way by everyone 
Timecould be better spent in ne\v cataloging ratherthan in the now 
prevalent necessity of recatalogihg to resolve differences of opin- 
ion concerning choice ofentry This is necessary because the 
existing rules are sup^ that, m asizable number of cases, differing 

, choices for entry can be made by different catalogers for the same 
title depending on differences in interpretation, a misunderstand-^^ 
ing of the rules, or what Issuesare i n hand at the time of cataloging 
Let me illustrate . * 
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If a cataloger is* working on External TraddZf Liberia: Exports, 
issued by the Department of Planning an^lEconornu; Affairs of 
Liberia, he has several decisions to mah^. lf ne does'not knowitie 
frequency of the publication h^ m^y decidi that it caWot be a 
yearbook ?fnd does not seem^o fit the defin tion of periodical 
giv6n in the gfospary of AAGR. He makes hi^ entry under; jSsSiing 
body; A second catalog^x could decide that^the publication i^^ 
' rndeed. a periodicaU so his entry is under title. A third catateg^f, 
working perhapi from different or additional issues of the s^me 
publication, finds information that the frequency is-annuaj. He 
decides that .he has a yearbook in the terms dt the definition m the 
ALA Glossary of Library Terms and his entry, ltoo,js under titte. A 
fourth cataloger, knowing the publication is annual, may feel that ^ 
he cannot consider the publication a yearbook because as foot-' 
note 8 to AACR 6 says that "the term ^yearbook' is to be uncterstood 
to exclude a work the content of which is necessarily the expres- 
sion of the corporate thought or activity of the body," and so he 
uses the issuing body as his main entry. ' \ 

None of these catalogers is clearly wrong, but Ihey wmd up with 
two different dt^otces of entnesand four ratior|alizations for the 
choices It^ieems obvious th^t choice of entry should not depend 
on data elements which /nay not be apparent frohi the piece in 
hand such as frequency, norshoul0 choice qf^n^ry depend on the ' 
cataloger s being able to identify a senal asameni^ber of classes of 
publications whijh are impossible to define pre'cisely, such as 
penodiCBl pr ye^^ook i 

Another exarTT^>^iicerns catalog versus bibliography. It had 
never occured to f^l^nals catalogers at the Librarybf Congress 
that a distinction nfeecJed to be made between the^ two until it was 
brought to their atten^on that th^ ALA (jtossary^f Library Terms 
l/hiits the use of biblio:graphy to ';alist of baQl</, m^s.etcrrdiffer- 
ing from a catalog in not beij^ necessarily a list, of materials m a 
CDlle^^tion. a library, or a group oMibranei" Unde*Vlhisdefir)ition 
New Senal Titles and the National Vnipn Catalog should be en- 
tered under author as required under AACR 6B2 as "any other 
senal ' Is this distinction necessary*? How many libraries h*ave 
made the sarrie mistake as the Library of Congress ^ 

Legal serials,' conferences publications cataloged as senats, and 
others^ecialtypeso'f serial publications^ present another problem 
in compatibility betweejj^libraries No\iihere m AACR'is it statled 
that any rule for entry other than AACR 6 is to be used for senals 
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Therefore, libraries followrngv^ACR 6 may be at.variance with the 
Library 9! Congress practice of using ^ACR 20-26 for many legal 
serials, or other rules^for other special types of serials 

It may be argued that a corporate body main entry for sojne serials 
IS necessary so that senal entries wjll "corlform "Reentries for 
monographs AACR 6. however, does not allow serials to be en- 
tered m a way that will match the entn^sfor monographs as de- 
tailed in the other rules. For exarrxple. bibliographies and in- 
dexes which are monographs- «rfe usually entered under the corn- 
pile'r. as serials, they are usually entered under title We have been 
able to live with this inconsistency and-<)ther similar ones, and 
therefore it should»not be any Ijarder to abandon the principle of 
entry un^er authprship for serials entirely'and enter all of them 
ufKier title than to live with the inconsistencies perpetuated'by the 
present rules. • ♦ . 

•» » ' 

A thorough discussion of the title ^na^n entry concept can be found.. 
in M/Nabil Hamdy s7/)e Concept of Mam Entry as' Represented m 
the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules;' A Critical Appraisal with 
Some Suggestions Author Mam Entry vs.Jitle Main Entry 

The foregoing examples illustrate only some of the situations in 
- , whicn It IS irnpossible to achieve conipatibiiity m choice of stilry 
frofT) cataloger to eataloger They al^o serve'tb show thSt the 
existing rules are impracticable and impossible to apply uniformly, 
thereby requinng expensive editorial work .by a single authority in 
any cooperative effort in order to reconcile the differences 
, , between varying choices of entry • »j 

Why should catalogers be required td split hairs in regard to |n- 
terpret^tions of-rules arid definitions? How can an accessron^r 
who IS Working with a check-m file based on AACR be expected to 
deal with these^eapingless vanations m either recording an issue 
of a serial op seeing up a preliminary check-in entry which will in 
many cases be overturned by the cataloger who is also using * 
' - ' *AACR'? Do patron§.understand the rules? Do reference librarian^'^ 
Do all catalogers even understand? I submit tlTat they do not. It is 
my personal opinion that the rules, which are intended to recog- 
rJ^e the importance of authorship by affording it th6 main entry, 
ale in practice ar?d m a sfJable number pf instances, not aphievirtg 
thisend Whafcjswrongwithrecogmzmg the importance of authoj;- 
J ship by rewarding it wit^van ad^e/j ^n'try*? The patron is sensed. 
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Notes 



1 Statement of Principles Adopted at the International Conference on * . 
Cataloguing Principles. Pans. October 1961, Annotated ed (London. IFLA 
Co>wmittee on Cataloging, 1971), p 41 ^ 

Ibid , p 101 

1^ 3 Ibid . pp 115-116 

, 4 AACR P 3 ' • , 

,5 The !SBD(S) will be used as the basis for the revision of Chapter 7 of the 

^^^^^j^^::^^ATf^- American Cataloging Rules ^ . ' ' ^ 

6 Excluj^ve of words indicating grammatical linkage— for example, of 
1 the. de la. and des / 
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Thejnt^rnational MP^ting of Cataloguing Experts, convened in 
Copen hagen in 1 969^^nder the auspices of the IFLA Committee on 
Uniform Catalogumg Rules (later Committee on Cataloguing), set 
ip motion theffirst major development in continuation of the suc- 
cess achieved by the Pans International Conference on Catalogu- 
ing Principles (1961) in the matter of thi^ principles and general 
rules for entry and heading Taking under consideration the study 
of Bibliographical Data in National Bibliography Entries" pre- 
pared by Michael Gorman, theexperts ofihe Copenhagen meeting 
set up a working group, with Jack Wells al chairman, charged with 
drafting an international standard bibliographic description for 
monographic publications. There was common agreement that the 
objective was the development of specifications for the necessary 
data elements, their order of presentation, and the punctuation to 
delimitthem Thesespecificationsshould be designed tosatisfy all 
the needs of national bibliographies, and, with whatever judicious 
tnfnmmg mjght bede*sirable. the needs of the libraries of the entire 
world It was further agreed that these bibliographic descriptions 
were to be made quite independently of.the heading under which 
they might appear m listings. The working group succeeded in its 
task and brought forth its provisional ISBD(M) m 1971. the first 
Standard edifibn was published earlier this year The success Of 
this standard is manifested by the contirhjing increase in the 
number of countries that have adopted it. 

At the Liverpool meeting of IFLA in 1971. a joint working group of 
the Committees on Cataloguing and on Senal Publications was set 
up to draw up an International Standard Bibliographic Description 
for Senals. taking the ISBD(M) as a model insofar as practicable As 
mightbe expected. thespecial problems presented by senal publi- 
cations made the task of develop^pg an IS^D(S) a difficult assign- 
ment which the joint working group tackled with great energy and 



•Reprinted from LC Inf/rmation Bulletin 33 (no 47, Noven^t^^f^, 1^7^). 
Appendix I A229-232 Tne article was originally prepared for /nfeV»ariona/ 
Cataloguing 3 {no 3, July/September 1974) 4-5 
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devotion The successive drafts wei'e prepared by the Chairwoman 
and the Secretary, Mile M.-L Bos^uat and MUe M. Pelletier, respec- 



Probably no data element presepted such a severe problem as the 
,1itle The seemingly countl^'"Mitteilungen," "Wemoires," "Pro- 
ceedings," "Bulletins," ''/rudy's, '^^d the like seemed to demand 
some useful and stand€^ized way tabe particularized. A solution 
to this problem was fqund in the adoption of a device which con- 
sisted of marrying the author statement to the generic title proper 
with a wedding ring consisting of a space-hyphen-space and dub- 
bing the -happy couple the ^'distinctive title.*' 

.With thp completion of international starldards for the biblio- 
graphic description of both monographs and serials and with theii:^ 
adoption by oatiffnal bibliographies and national cataloging agen-^** 
cies, the ultim|i}e goal of one-time creation of bib[iog£aphic de- 
scriptions, whic^j cQuld then hi3 distributed, excha^TgedTand \ 
' utilized in any country of the world, should bft achieved. True, there 
' IS stiJI tlWifvtractabJe'problem of the languages and writing sys- 
tems ylSM by the p;odUcing agencies in the terms of physical 
description and in the bibliographical ncJtes but this is really of 
second ary importance. The achievement of these new standard s is 
the ultimate that can be hoped for withm the limitations of the 
world as it is or is likely to be in the foreseeable Juture. 

Somewhat offsetting the caveat on the language and writing sys- 
tem problem mentioned above is the clarificationihe new standarct 
punctuation brings to descriptions m languagesthat areforeign to 
users of the descriptions. Just as it makes these dfescriptionsmore 
understandable to human beings» the punctuation can also make 
the various bibliographic areas and elements of the areas under- 
standable (that IS, codable) to the obedient computertf it has been 
provided with' the needed sophisticated input programs. This, in 
.turn, will mean a great reduction in otherwise essential human 
effort in the process of converting descriptions to machine- 
readable torm All of this is totally new. We never had it so good! 

By completely separating the bibliographic description from the 
heading under which It might appear in a catalog, the'descriptions 
became entirely self-sufficient as such. Heretofore, this had com- 
monly not been the case because it was not tijought always to be 
necessary to repeat in thedescnption the oame of the author giVen 
in the heading. This was particularly true when there was no 



^tively. 
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explicit gr^fmr/atica! statement of autharship but only an rmplicit 
attribution at the hea<J of t!>e title 



/ 



This new sitf -sufficiency of bibliographiodescriptHons, particularly 
of serials. iS now leading, ironically, to^n attack on another IFLA 
standard, narriely one of those enrjbodied in the "Statejrient of 
Principles for entry and heading'flftaiwere adopted by the Interna- 
tional Conference on Cataloguing Pmnciples in0 961 at Pans. The 
beginnings of this turn of event^, wiiich yvas perhaps not entirely 
unforeseeable, are to be found /n theesta^Jtshmeht 6TThe~lriferna- 
tional Serials Data System (ISuS) by UNISIST, a UNESCO/ 
International Council cj|[ Scientific Unions program The I^DS ts a 
registry responsible fo^ the assignment of internatipr>1il standard 
serial numbers to serialput^lications Assignment is based on the 
key title, normally identical with the ISBD(S) distinctive title Any 
change in the key title, other than in an article or preposition, 
warrants a new senal number Th^ ISDS registry of serials also 
includes a basic set of bibiio^graphic data elements. Insofar as > 
possible, the functions of the ISPS are decentralized by delegation ' 
to a network of national centers v^th responsibility for the serials of 
their own /countries ^ven at Vh^ national level, there is a#^d for, 
reporting by various ^ibrariestb the national center in order that the 
coverage may be as cornplete as possible In ail of this^ork, 
corporate author is at least irrelevant and is sometimes inconve-«^ 
nient ^ 

In addition* there is a strong.inovement in North America ior ac 
cooperative effPrt to^uild.an.on-line machine-readable data base 
of live serials ^ a means reducing duplication of effort, advanc- 
ing automated methods of control, and building a national record 
of holdings Those involved i/i this effort have set up a project 
called CONSER {Conversion of Senals), and the coordinatorof the 
project Richard Anable, has recommended to his Advisory Group 
that the criterion for setting up a new record when arsenal under- 
goes a change be that Of, change in key title Under cataloging 
rules the cntenonfor a naw record would be not only that kind of 
change but also a change in the name of the corporate body under 
which ttie serial is entered The occurrence of changes m the 
names of corporate bodies with the cancopiitant (Conflict between 
these different cnternafor^ setting up a new record, is sufficiently 
frequent^ have led to demands for a change of cataloging rules 
for sena^ to require entrv under title in all cases. 

Apparently tm$rnovem§nt 15 not peculiar to^North America As far_ 
♦ back as the ##oble me^jj^g of^lFLA in 1973. the Committee on 
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Serials set in motion ^ "Study of the Function of Corporate Bodies 
m a Serials Catalogi>e" which is being coordinated by Maria Val- 
enti. Thiastudy. m turn, is being coordinated with the Committee 
on Cataloguing, with the Committee of Officlali'ublications. and. 
with E^a Verona^ho is engaged fn an analysis of the function of 
headings for corporate btdies in cataloging, 

^ \ 

The internation'lit cataloging standard for en?ry and heading is in 
the "Staterjient of Prfhciples" adopted^by the ICCPin Pans in 1961 . 
•Delegates to that conference were concerned^iaot just with the m 
cataloging of monographic publications, nqt just with cataloging 
of serial publications, bm wrth the catalogln'g of both fordisplay in 
acomman catalog, m most cases governed by common principles 
and rules. Fundamental principles that were agreed to at this con- 
ference were 1) that cataloging requires a system Qf multiple en- 
tries, one of whiGh is treated as the mam entry and others of which 
are treated as secondary. 2) that the main entry shouW be the 
author when there is a personal author, and 3) that the.main entry 
for works that represent thej&xpression of collective activity of a, 
corporate body should be corporate body. Just as there is no 
principle covering monograph^, as suo^, there is no prinMple 
covering serials, as such Serials are mentioned twice The first 
^^^^e IS in a footnote^o the principle setting forjh the c^ditions of 
, main entry under corporate body The footnote specifies* condi; 
tions^for entering serials under a corporate body even vs^en the 
body functions more as ^ditor'than as profluicer of the content, the^ 
controlling cnterion here, being Hie presence of the name of the 
body in the title of-the serial. The otffer-oecurrence is m the princi- 
ple covering exilry und^rtitl^. Here serials that are known primarily 
or conventionally by their titles are to be st) ent\^red^(even if they a^ 
the' products of corporate bodies) 

What. then, is the impact of the demand for arbitrary entry of all 
serials i\fi6er title on the IFLA Pans Principles'^'First it proposes a 
rule of entry that is based on type of publication rather than on 
bibliographical conditions. This kind of a rule runs counter to the 
whole history of catafogmg rule development injihe last half of the 
20th century. It runs counter totl^e fundamental priTteiples-laid out 
by Seymour Lubetzky as the gindelmes for this historical develop- 
ment. Second jt introduces an eilement^firrationalityinto catalog- 
ing with the proposition that if a product of corporate activity Is 
issue^if\monograph)C form, the body is to be-con^^red respon- 
SiUGfle butjf it IS issued in senaHorm. it is, in effect, anonVmous. The 
t^rary of Congress Li^t of ^ubject Headings, for exarople. would 
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be entered under the heading for the Library because it is a mono- 
graphic work^but the Annual Report of the Librarian of Cor^gress 
would be entered under title. The corporate responsibility is the 
same but the catalog|^ng treatment would different The pro- 
posal has the effect of completely undermining the theory of,cor- 
porate responsibility as justification for mam entry— not just.for 
serials but for monographs as well 

It wid be useful to examine 6o;ne of the reasons that have led to the 
proposed change in the cataloging of serials. We know that some 
major bibliographies and union lists pf serials are organized by • 
title, thfe World List of Scientific Penodicals and the Catalogue 
collectifdes p6riodiques of the Biblibtheque Natiqnale, forexam- 
ple We observe that the impetus for arbitrary entry of all serials 
under^itle comes not from catSlogers of general library materials 
t^ut from librarians whose responsibilities are focused on the bib- 
liographical control of senals The investigation of the role of 
cprporate bodies in the catalogs of senals is the project of the IFLA 
Committee on Serials TlTe world control of serials by key title is the 
responsibility Qf the International Senals Data System. The call for 
change of cataloging cules m North America comes, by implica- 
tion, from the Coordinator cjl the CQNSER Project. Support for this 
p^posal comes from senals librarians and builders of machine- 
readable data bases for serials. 

'Let us consider senals work in libraries for a m'oment. One striking 
fact IS the separateness of senals ^rk from other library, activities. 
This results from the highly special nature of the serial publications 
and the special requiremehls for processing them'to bring them 
under control and to make them accessible for use by readers. 
Whereas a monograph is processed once and for all, a serial must 
be processed again apd again, issue after issue. The daily volume 
• Of processmgpperations on senals units exceeds the operations 
on monograph units many, many times over. A sorter, normally not 
a professional librarian, must consider for each issue he handles: 
1) would this be entered undef a corporate body? 2) if so, what 
would be the entry-word? The recorder will record theissue in his 
share of the sort and for those issues for which he finds no record 
will have to reconsider what otherfeasonable possibilitiesof entry 
must b^ searched. Once^enUred in the record of serials, most of 
the issues will have to be matched and stdred with the accumula-"^ 
tion of previous issues of the serial until enough have been re- 
^SiBv^ed for binding. Again this will involve identifying the correct 
alphabetical word-strmg under which.the preceding issues of the 
senal have been stored, ' ' 
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Many of those whose duty it is to supervi3e these operations Ifeel 
thaa a substantial simplification would follow from recording ^nd 
storing senals by their titles. With th^ issue m hand, what could be^ 
more straightforward than matchjng4t;)e title with the title in the 
record or the title under Which the earlier issues are stored This 
reasoning is persuade, qualified only by the observatioi^^^that 
relatively slight changes in the wording of titles can create insup- 
erable difficulties in matchingwhereas the same changes would be 
easily manageable if entry under the responsible corporate body 
were in effect 

Finatly, I should call attention to the mvolvemegtof considerations ^. 
of automation m this matter Tfi^lSpS is an automated system. The 
Nationals Senals Data Program, as thaAmericans(iode of ISDS, 
reports senals and assigns their ISSN s by key title'^^he CONSER 
f^roject contemplates the eventual bui)d-up of a national machine- 
readable diata base for live serials. This project does not under- 
estimate the importance of retrieval approach by responsible cor- 
porate body but sees no need for mam entry under such bodies. 
Further. CONSER proposes that only a-change in key title shouldo 
Ingger the creation of'a new recor^l whereas a change m name oL-^ 
corporate*main entfy, even when there is no changfe in key title, 
would require a' new. record under present catalojging rules. 




How can this fcOnf lipt in the'^CMBfles of catalpgmg for the univer- 
sal catalog, monographs, senw^ind all sorts of non-book mate- 
rials, and the needs of those whose universe consists solely of 
senals be resolved? The matter needs attention and debate by 
thoughtful iibran&ns in order that the wisest course qffay be dis- 
cerned arid decided upon The Library of Congress is urging this 
attention by the profession in (vJbrth America. Thus, although my 
title IS Assistant Director (Cataloging) of the Processirrg De|Dart- 
rnent at the'Library, the recommendations I shall make below are to 
be regarded as my personal view on this issue, not those of the 
Library, which, at this point in tinje. has not taken a position on th'e 

matter - " 

I 

Of course.' I shall side with the fFLA 1961 decision to accord main 
entry under Corporate^odies for the publications 'resulting from"^" 
their corporate activity, monographic or serial. I finc^the case for 
' arbitrary ^entry under title to be .essentially weak. If those who 
process \ncpming senal issues arid those "who store them pan do 
their work better by using the title as the means of organizing the 
rejcords and the stock of serial issues, they should do so. The 
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Present cataloging >ule does not prevent this.^ence, the need for 
such a change isnpt an argument for changing the cataloging rule. 
It would not be amiss, however, to caUtion that whatever the advan- 
tagesthat will accrue from using title as the criterion for recording 

\ and stpring, referencedemands on the record and on the store may 
sometimes be very^ff icult to fill in the class of serials wtth generic 
titles such as "Bulletin,"' "Proceedings, " anS "Report" because 
the inquirer v/iH not have the piece m hand but will be inquiring 
from a citation or else from menrrory and small errors or omissions 
may make the senal unfindable. Absolute accuracy wiH be a neces- 
sary condition for positive response from a single-ent ry record or a 

^ single»errtry store of senals b^yJi^wr-tltles. 

As for the situation in the^cj^chme mode, the question of mam 
entq[ by title or mam entry by responsible body is practically ir- 
relevant. A positive response will occur whichever the approach. 
As for output, printout by title is possible whether or no^ mam entry 
IS by title Insome cases, however, the converse would notbetru^ 

The only remaining diffrculty is tf|e need 'for makmg^a new recofd 
under present rules Wtien the corpoVate mam ^try heading 
changes, and the titledoes not. Under tbe proposed rule the exist- 
ing entry would be updated and retained. Clearly rather more work . 
" IS involved under the present ^-ule. Another record will have to be 
accommodated in the computer store. There is, however, no prob- 
lem inYelating these records in the computer. So this is all the issue * 
seems to hang on. must we undermine a fundamental pnnciple in 
our existing cataloging system because a certain class of change 
m serial publications could thereby be handled somejjvhat mor^ 
simply*? I think rjot • ' 
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International Cooperation in Serials: 

Progress ^nd Prospects / 

Joseph W. Price 




Recent international developments in serials have revealed issues 
and accentuated areas where common agreement, if obtained, will 
facilitate international cooperation m serials identification, de- 
scription and control The purpose of this article is not so much to 
chronicle events jn the detyelopment of international serials ac- 
tivities tj^t to present ttie issues, to report on progress in cpdper^- 
ttve resolution of prcfbiem^ and areas requiring international 
agreement and acceptance, and to discuss tfie prospects for near 
term advances m international cooperation m serials 

Issues • i.*' 

Ope of the enriching aspects of professional activity^omes^frorif 
xchanging of different points of view This^ano less trtje'^or 
are involved with serials Freqperjtly such ex- 
changes arTTrtJSlrated by a lack of common agreement as to • 
concepts and terms Standardization becomes^a pnme require- 
m6nt*for identiffcatlon^aQdvprjoducttve discussion of issues A 
number of international pl-ganizations are V/orking towards im-.* * 
proved standardization and arethusly facilttating anex^Dresstonpf 
the more substantive ^over thQ terminological ^pects oFcufrent 
issuef3 rn serais " > ' ' 

Choice of Entry 

lAq importanj issue for all'serrals librarians is that of choice of entry 
forseriafs Thissubject isdiscussed in greaterdepth in the articles 
m this issue wntten by Mr Howard and Mr Spalding. However, 
there are important international implications which should be 
mentioned The Anglo-American Cataloging Rules (AACR) allow 
for choice of entry to be title or issuing body, depending upon 
certain cnteria.'such as type of senaljfrequency of issuance, and 
the'g6h^{ic/nongeneric charactenstic of the title words (i.e . j 
Journal.'-. "Bulletin, " etc ) Thes6 criteria have often been ^ 
criticized as being so vague that they are too oftgn inconfeistently"' 
applied However, with the development of national authority files 
and with continuing widespread acceptance of Library of Con- 
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.gress cataloging, problems of inconsistency from library to library 
tnay potentially be held toan acceptableJeveKat least in the United 
States. ' ^ 

When going beyond the Anglo-American community to a broader 
international arena, there is less acceptance of whatconstitutesan 
issuing body and what represents responsibility for authorship. 
There is little agreement across national borders on how names 
should be expressed, especially when institutions translate official ^ 
names from other languages into the language or languages of 
their country. Problems like this have led groups like the Interna^ 
tionat Serials Data^^System (ISDS) to promote the use of 3 con- 
sistentJy applied ruleofalwaysentering a serial under its title, with 
additional added entries for issuing bodies and variant forms of 
title as needed for access. This approach is not without its prob- 
lems ot course, especially when generic word titles are involved 
and when one considers the single entry file. It isoffered, however, ^ 
•as a solution to the problem of inconsistent application of complex 
rulesand to thelackof international agreement on issuing bodies. 
Choice of entry IS under review in the United States by the Catalog- 
ing Code^Revision Committee of the American Library Association, 
which IS currently ponsidering the pros and cons of changing' 
AACR Rule 6, "choice. gfentry for serials.*' 

Form of Entry ^ ^ 

Given that the issue of choice of entry can be resolved, there 'is the 
matter of "foVm'of entry" to t>€ considered. "Form.of entry" is the 
-JDanner in which thedata"chosen forentry'^' is expressed. This can 
range ^rom a literal transcription of t^^e data from the publication to 
an entrystructured according to rulesand practices which do not 
always require thaTHte data used in the "construct** be obtainable 
from the item being cataloged. There are pros and cons for either 
extrdme, as demonstrated in the Howard and Spalding articles. 
Senals, being of a temporal nature, compound the problem since 
there is no guarantee of constancy from issue to issue. In some 
mternationarcircles^ sotutioj) has been suggested by support of 
literal transcript>t>n of entry information as it appeafspn the publi- 
cation. This view contends with the problems of issue-td-lssue 
variatioo by using broad guidelirYes to distinguish between 
"major" and "minor " variations. Mino^" variations result in v^rlfirrt 
forms of entry as added entries and major variations result in new 
records. White proponents of this view would have had a difficult 
time justifying the expense of prejDanng and filing the additional 
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records forY^^riu^* files required by this approach, their case is 
made ^^noer by the development of cooperative consortia linked 
by conrimllmly shared and supported computer-base^ data collec- 
tion systems, such as the CONSER Project on the OCLC system. 
Such cooperative networks allow for resource sharing and low- 
cost product distnbution ot? a scale which allows the small as vyell 
as the large library to benefit from the provision of multiple access 
pofnts to bibliographic files. * " 

Bibiiographlc Description 

In bibliographic description, aJack of standardization of terrps and 
concepts has been particularly problematic. The difficulties are 
accentuated in recent attempts at international standardization. 
The International Standard Bibliographic Description for Serials 
(ISBD(S)),^ drafted and released underthe auspices of the Interna- 
tional Federation of, Library Associations (IFLA), is an attempt to 
introduce international standardization m descriptive cataloging 
of serials. Relying primanly on the consistent use of punctuation^to 
"delimit" bibliographic elements, ISBD(S) seeks to group logi&ally 
related information in such a way as to facilitate recognition of the 
various components ofthe description even by persons unfamiliar, 
with the language usetl In cataloging. It is alho hoped that.the 
delimiting pGrjctuation will allow for ease in converting biblio- 
graphic data ipto machine-readable form via rpechanized text 
scanning techniques.' I . 

ISBD(S) IS currently undergoing revislor5^t»-T6^ision meeting \s 
scheduled for October 1975 In Paris). An important aspect of this 
revision IS reconciliation of some difficulties still exi^ng between 
the first edition of ISBD(S) and the slightly older approach rep-^ 
resented in the Guidelines for ISDS.^ Although these two docu- 
ments shared some common parentage^their purposes, audiences 
and channels of Yeview and acceptance have differed enough t)j 
allow continuance of a few dissimilarities. 

Since the ISDS is a system, its current Guidelines are intended to 
be the first edition of a collection of specificatio ns and instructions 
for those institutions participating in the system. As the number of 
participants increase and the levels of participation expand, the 
collective experience is to feed back and influence the further 
development^of guidelines. The guidelines cjQ no.t constitule an 
official standard--hence their review and acceptance is of a dif- 
ferent channel than that followed by standards. However, t^ey 
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are based on an internationally ratified standard, ISO 3297^ 
DocumentaUon— Inter natfo'rral Standard Senal Numbering,^ 
. which speaks only to the dataelementscomprisir\g a bibliographic 
record and does not address implementation. The standacd does, 
however, authorize the ISDS to set up a sy^jjem to implement the 
standard and the goals it represents 

ISBD(S) IS not an internationally ratified standard as yet. However, 
it IS well on Its way. It is anticipated tfiat after revision and aperiod 
of time for reaction, the revised version vyill be subrpitted to the 
International Organization forStandardization (ISO) for considera- 
tion as a standard. It is important to nojte here that if ISBD(S) 
becomes an ISO standard it will not substitute for the rules of 
interpretation and implementation which constitute cataloging 
codes In other words, it will not tell you what to choose for your 
mam entry, but »t will tell you where the author^sjatement should 
be placed when printing or displaying the bibliographic descrip- 
tion. In a sense then it will be sim ilar to ISO 3297 in that it will defer 
to some other authority ^or implementation 

The details^f ISBD(S) will not be presented in this article. Essen- 
tially the pOrrerft edition of ISBD(S) defined six "areas. " separated 
by the reserved punctuation "full stop, space, dash, space" ( -^1-' 
Thes€^ ar^as.are ^ 

1 Tij)e and statement of authorship area, ^ 

2 jmpnnt area. 

3 Collatio/1 area. o 

4 Sertes area, ^ ^ 

5 Notes area, 

6 International Standard Serial Number and price area. 

The North American position on ISBD(S) revision, drafted by U S. 
and Canadian representativesand transmitted tothelSBD(S) draft 
* revisers at the Bibliotheque N'ationaj^jiTParis, j/roposes the addi- 
tion of a seventh afea called "Nfjmericai/CtTronological Extent 
Area. This proposed area consists of the issue or volume number 
and^Qr the date of the issue or volume by which pieces of a senal 
are identified ^ 

it IS anticipated that the final version of ISBD(S) will resolve remain- 
ing dissimilanties m approach between the Gutdehnes for ISDS 
and the ISBD(S). In the meantime, the ISDS Bulletin,^ a bimonthly 
publication available by subscription from the ISDS International 
'"*^"i:enter (GlEP3i^20 rueBx/chaumont 75002-Paris), lisj^s ISSN as- 
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signments accordmg to th^ order of data elements and the punc- 
tuation prescribed in th*e current edition of ISBD(S), 

identifying Devices for Sariais 

» ' 
There are curren^tt>; two identifying devices in use in serials control 
systems. CODEN and ISSN. ACODEN is a five character code and 
an optional sixth character for machine checking which is in- 

lended todesignate the title of a specific serial publication CODEN 
was originally intended to be a mnemonic equivalent to the titles 
butras the scope of Os application broadened, tt was necessary to 
extend the originally conceived four characters to five and to allow 
for special sequences not mnemonically based CODEN was pro- 
posed m 1953 by Dr Charles BisVi^^ and ,n i96i the American 
Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) assumed responslbili^i^* 

-%*its maintenance In January 1975, the Chemical Abstracts Ser- 
vice of the American Chennica^ Society, a major CODEN user, 
accepted the responsibility and continues the assignment of 
CODEN for its own computerized serials control system and on 
request and payment of a one dollar service fee per title. The 
emphasis for CODEN assignment has been titles in science 
and^technology 

The Internationa^ Standard Serial Number (ISSN) was developed to 
baamore universal serial publication identifier and to correct what 
were considered to be problems in the CODEN concept The ISSN 
IS a seven digit code and a required eighth check character, whiq^h 
IS assigned to a unique title (key title) of a serial publication. The 
first seven digits can range over }he Arabic numerals 0 to 9 The 
cjieck character, which is considered part of the number, also 
ranges Q to 9. but it can have the value X whenever the modulus 1 1 
(8-2 weights) based calculation results in a check digit value of 10 
Unlike CODEN, the ISSN is an arbitrarily assigned numbercontain- 
ifig no mnemonic or intrinsic meaning^^ ISSN are assigned on a 
decentralized basis with each operating ISD3 center using a dif- 
feVent block of numbers allocated to them by the International 
Centre of the ISDS (Parrs) The ISSN is printed or<iisplayed as two 
groups of^fOL(r^characters separated by a hyphen 

an arbitrarily assigned number like the ISSN solves the 
proems of inconsistency of mnemoriic meanin^f^ncountered by 
CPDEN Decentralized assignment of ISSN will facilitate a labor 
shanng which will permit th^_fi/tension of identifying devices to 
disciplines other than science and technology, a prospect which 
could be overwhelming for centralized CODEN assignment 
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The use of the ISSN is not Without itsjroblems. These ^re dis- . 
cussed in the article on NSDP by Mary S^uW Also. CODEN^ahd 
ISSN should not be viewed as one against the other It is expected 
that the two systems of identifying will cbexist for some tirhe The 
ISSN IS new and not fully deployed and institutionaf mvestrnents m 
CODEN use should not be threatened. Both data elernents are 
defined for many machine-readable d^a coU'ectlon efforts and 
systems! Concordance tables ard being prepared so that, when 
enough ISSN exist, those systems currently using CODEN should 
find a svyitch over to the standard.^he ISSN, a much easier task 

.The tnternational Serials dW System 

The emergence of the International Serials Data System (ISDS) is 
illustrative of international cooperative activity in serials. It also 
defnonstrates how components of the information services com- 
munity, such as libraries and the abstracting and indexing ser- 
vices, can work together. The estabhshment^of the ISDS marked 
the convergence of developmental activities in serials identifica- 
tion and control if^the United States and in 'Europe, 

In January 1968, Ph ase 1 of a Nat lonal Serials Data Program (NSDP) 
was initiated at the Library of Congress. Ttiis event followed years 
of investigation sponsored by numerous organizations within the 
Uriited States, including the National Scieji^fi^Smrntration (NSF), 
the Committee on Scientific and Technical Information (COSATI) 
of the Federal Council for Science and Technology, the Council on 
Library Resources (CLR). the Association of Research Libraries 
(ARL), the Joint ComrOittee on the Union List of Serials (JCULS), 
committeeswithm the American Library Association (ALA), and the 
three national libraries— the Libraryof Congress (LC), the National 
Agricultural Library (NAL), and the Nationai.Library of Medicine 
(NLM). Much of the early thinking in the U. SMa^^ocumented in the 
Creager and Spares report. A Senals Data Program for Saence In 
JechnologyMhe article by Mary Sauer in this issue reports on the 
current status and activities of'the NSDP. 

.In parallel with efforts in the United States towards the establish- 
ment of an NSDP, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and tlae International Council of 
Scientific Unions (ICSU) were collaborating on the planning of a 
world science information system called UMlSlST. UNISIST is a 
.non-ac?ronym which represents boththe initial feasibility study arid 
the recommended future working groups and prpgrams needed to 
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implement the system In July 196a, UNISIST and the Abstracting 
Board (AB) of ICSU established a joint UNISIST/ICSU-AB Working 
Group on Bibliographic Descriptions This group was asked "to 
identify, describe and recommend the form and content of the 
elements of bibliographic data. "^ The Working Group acknewl- 
edged a need for an internationally acceptable coding system for 
serials and proposed a study which was subsequently carried out 
under contract to INSPEC, The Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
m London. The final report of thiseffort. Report on the Feasibility of 
an International Senais Data Sy$tem,^v^aspub\\she6'\r) April! 970, 
and was the topic of a September 1970 meetrng of the UNISIST 
Central Committee which eventually led to the establishmeniof the 
ISDS 

WhiJe these organizational activities were occurring, work on the 
establishment of an internationally acceptable identifier for serials 
was progressing. In the U. S. the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI) through its Committee on Standardization in the 
Field of Library Work, Documentation and Publishing Practices 
(ANSI Z39) organized, in May 1968, Subcommittee 20 for the pur- 
poses of developing a standard code for periodical and serial 
publications. In late 1970, ANSI approved the work of this sub- 
^comm^ee and in 1971. ANSIZ39.9-1971, >\mer/canA/af/qna/Sfa/?- 
dard identification N uhber for Serial PublicationSr^became a U. S. 
national' standard At its June 1970 meeting in Oslo, Norway, the 
International Organrzatidn for Standardization (ISO) through its 
Technical Committee 46 Working Group 1 (TC 46/WGl) recom- 
mended international review of the then pending ANSI standard. 
After several meetings of the Working Group. ISO/TC 46 approved 
ad/aft international standard of the International Standard Serial 
Number (ISSN) at its meeting at The Hague in October 1972, The 
draft standard was circulated among member organizations for 
ratification and, following the 1974 meeting of ISO in Helsinki, 
Finland, the standard for ISSN, ISO 3297, was accorded full status 
as an internationally accepted standard. 

ISO 3297 international Standard Serial Numbering (ISSN) 

In some respects the ratification of ISO 3297 International Stan- 
dard Serial Numbering (ISSN) was the event that brought these 
national and inte^rnationat activities to convergence. Unlike itsear- 
lier ratified U.S. counterpart, ANSI 239.9-1971, uppn which it was 
largely based, ISO 3297 goes a step further by identifying an au- 
thorizing organization responsible for its implementatior>— the In- 
ternatiorial Serials Data System. In addition, it identifies data elor 
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ments essential to aTninimal standardized description for a senat 
publication, thtrsest^blishlng a point of tangency with the develop- 
ing International Standard Bibliographic Description ior Serials. 
ISBD(S), which IS likely to be considered in the future as a candi- 
date for ratification as an ISO standard 

« 

ISSN, when considering the ISO standard, means both the Interna-* 
tional Standard Serial Number as described above (see "Identify- 
ing Devices"), and the process of International Standard Serial 
Numbering. In the second meaning, a system (ISDS) is directed "to 
specify at least a mmimcil description of a serial publication and 
apply the ISSN to it as a unique and urfambiguous identifier The 
standard requires the following data elements as essential to a 
minimal description: 

1 Date of Entry (or most recent change) 



2 Centre Code 




y ISSi 



4 Key 



Title 



5 Variant Title(s) 



6 SxdrX Date 



7 Country ofr^blication 



8 Alphabet of Original Title 



9 Impnht 



Additional data elements are specified as being of usem astandan 
dized bibliographic description These are: 



10 CODEN 



,11 Publication Status 



12 ^ype of Publication 



13 Erid Date 



14 Frequency 
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15 Language ^ ' 

16 Universal Decimal Classification. Dewey Decimal Claissrrfication or 
Library of Congress Classification f 

17 Abbreviated\ey Title 

18 Former Title(s) ^ • 

19 Successor Title(s) 

20 Other Language Edition of ^ ^ 

21 Has Other Language Edition of ' ^ \ \ 

22 Inset in or Supplement to 

23 Has Inset Or Supplement 

24 Related Title(s) ' . * ' 

25 Coverage by Abstracting Services 

The manner in whiCh these data elements are obtained and coded 
IS left to the ISDS to specify through its Gi/ide//nes ^or /SOSl For the ,v^^ 
most part, because of the defmlt^on of su^h elements' ^s the'key 
title (which is.essentialjy the title as it appears on the ptece.^qual- , 
^ ified as najeessar/byplace. then date, in order to render it unique). 

examination of the publication or a surrogate is required. Further- > 
more, because authority for ISSM assignment is dedentralized by 
country or region, ISDS centers requiring ISSN assignment for 
titles published outside of their borders must accomparjy such 
requests with a required issue or surrogate It is important.to 
restate that neither ISO 3297 nor the Guidelmes for ISDS specify 
how the bibliographic data is^to be printed or displayed. Instead 
ISDS defers to ISBD(S) thus establishing another link m the de- 
veloping pattern of international cooperation ^n senals. 

CiTrrent Status of the ISDS Network ^ • * 

As of the time of this writing, 1 1 centers, in addition to the Interna- 
tional Centre (Pans), have been declared These are: 

National Striata Data Program National Serialt Data Centre 

Serial Record Division British Library 

Library of Congress 



ERLC 
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Auatrajlan National C«ntrt 

ft>r ISOS 

National Library of Australia 

Moscow R^gionfl.Ctntrt 

fbr ISDS* 

IntemationafCentre^or Scientific 
sind Technical Information 

Ctntr* National* ISDS 

Bibliotheque Nationale 



Japan National Ctntre 

National Diet Library 



ISDS/Canada j « 

National Library of Canada 



National Centra for ISDS 

Federal Republic of Germany 
De'utsche Bibliothek ^ 



Cantro dt documtntacfon ^ 
citntlftca 

Consejo national de investiga- 
ciones pientificas y technicas 

National Ctntra forlSDS 

Helsinki University Library 



YugotlovtnskI bfbllografakl 
Inatmit 

Institut bibliographique 
yougoslave ^ ^ ^ - 



,Fij/eof the national centers are^operational at this time: th^ Na- 
ttonal Serials Data Program. ISDS/Canada, the United Kingdom 
National Serials Data Centre, the Australian National CentreJor 
ISDS, and the Federal Republic of Germany National Centre |pr 
ISD6.lrfadditionJheJ|etherlandsand Italy have indicated adesire 
to. establish centers. 



Prospects for Future Cooperation , # 

The intent of this writer ha3 been to surfade various issues in 
international serials control and to highlight cooperative activities. 
What then of the future? Will events continue the rapid develop- 
ment shown m the past few years? In concluding this article, we 
hazard a brief exclirsion into an extensbn'of present trends in<o- 
future possibilities. 



lnternatloni|l Serials Data System 

It IS expected that the International Senals Data System will qon- 

•Includes the USSR, the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Republia, the German Democrat Republic, the Hungarian 
People rRepublic, the Mongoliaf^^^eople>Republic. the Polish People s 
Republic, the Republic of Cuba. ^ ^ y' 
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. tinueto grovy m see and intensify in function, it isexpected thatthe 
developing eountnes in Asia, Africa and^South America' will share 
•athe systerprat le^^3,t on a nonautomated exchange basi6. The role 
of data exchange between aatibrial cepterf m the ISDS should 
increase, especially. as new tecKoofogies become available. For 
-example, the U. S. National Centfer (fJSDP) and ISDS/Canada, by 
sharing a<iorftmon computer linkage via OCLC/CONSER,-Will b^ 
'-\ able tQ fexchanTge requests. for ISSN assignment and Reporting of 
systematic numbers by retnevVig and posting ioformation.to their 
^ combinedon-line dataf lies. If (he4JnitedKingdoi1fi and the Interna- 
* tiqhal Centre (IC)JSpS m Pans wefe to tie into ^he'CCLC or similar 
s^sfems. direct communication and exchange'wo\jld be possible^ 
ainohg fbulf of the major ISDS centers! At the least; magnetic tape ' 
.!exchange,.which.isalreadyinex1^tQncebetweenNSDPandthelC» ♦ - 
'.'\vill prob^ably take p\^ce among* the other centers. ^ ► 

^ - : ' ' ■ ' ' ' ' 

♦ ^ * ' : • ^ ' : 

Members of the ISDS^communityvy^U -^30 be'^intensilyirTg tf^eir 
effortsMo persuade publishe'ris of seriafs to print the ISSN on ttie 
issues and to inform ISDS.cenjtersK)?,m'kjbr changes to the biblid- • 
graphic ^attributes of their publicatiQrr\$. Thris Jias.begul^ to Some 
extent* inMrre NSDP. with the ^stabltehment of a publi^ers ' ' 
•reiq^pps functioaahd with expected^ooperation wrth» planned 
^iDrjoiectadesigned tp^exp^ore and develop alternative^ for commu- 
nication aodjD^rsuasibn »p* promoting the use'of-the rSSN.. 



yniting the Tnformation Communlty ' > * 

- - . , ' . . ' 

^ • / ^ \ ' 

Tfie devlfopmerit oj^the ISDS represents arcombining^f forces 
' betvyeen libraries and the absUacting and indexihg community. It 
f IS expected* t'h§t as the ISOS and other cooperative actlvitie's, ^oh 
as CONSER, ^emonstrate\l=ii^ potenhal bfenefitsto be gained from 
COoperatiOAipsenalsGdntroJ, other mecnber^s of the infonjiation. ' 
community/sgchasthe^Sub^ription agencies apd pubUshers, wifl 
fiQd It m {heir interests to becomel^ivolved. As it^stan^now*, those " 
subscription agencies which have developed automated sysfems' ' 
are 6a9er*tor1he.ad^ntages to be^oblained from having ifbraries 
, ordpr seri»s by ISSN prfcnted,in ^freir catalogs. Also/the use of a' 
^ st^ndar^ jobj-nal citation identi^er, contaming.thelSS/^J as an in- 
* tegral part. ise)yDected to increa,se. aided greatly by its adoption by 
^ si/ch internationally available, on-hne retne\?al syslems as 
, MEDLINE at the National Library of Medicine. * 
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Network Sharing • ' , ■ 

The CONSER networfc;, mentioned repeatedly in thts article/may 
.well ushe^ in the wave 6f the future in serials control — global 
'network sharing. The CONSER network is international in scope, 
with Canada ahd the U. S. lOined in partlctp'ation. Delays tn its 
development demonstrate th§ lag between development of 
technological capability and its deployment across institutional 
and organizational boundaries. Now thattt has been demonstrated 
that this type of computer-based network shanng can be dor?e, it is 
only.a rnStter of "time until we see all kinds pf-eenals.consQrtia , 
combTme therr incremental fesourpes to ge'nerate^a larger'whole, a 
system granting more benefits than ^ny one institution could ob- 
tain on its own As of this writing, we have only cooperatively 
contributed cataloging data. Soon we will have, in effect, 9 - 
computer^asjBd union list of senals. with conr^puter-assisted inter- 
library loan ordenng and dispatching, ft is not too fara leap then to 
consider document delivery ^a facsim'ile transmissiorvof artidles 
identified by querying a c^mmondata base b^ilt thrqugh a shared 
network. These thin^&re possible now The technology exists, it is 
only'a matter of time^until our*institations agree t6.ffnk together in 

these w^ys » . " • ^ , 

, * ' * • 

Urtlverspl BibllograpKic Conlrol , ^ / \ , - 

It IS only fitting tbcbrtcludelhisEvospectiye view and ^is article by, 
a mention i^mvecsal^^lfographic Control (UB.Q whnch is the* 
latest watchvyord on the international scene 'According to Dorothy 
Ancfersop. Director IFLA International Office for UBC, the, sub- ' 
. stance 0I UBC is not nevw. It has beer) developing over the past 
twenty years in*the project's sponsored by such internatibnal or- 
^ganizatiqns as ^FLA and UNESCO. R has- been within the past fou r 
years,^hat the appellation "UBC" has been consciously applied to 
tl;>e.se' collect'lVe efforts. "^'Oncp these steps were taken, universal 
bibliograpthic control'became mpre than just.project^ and ac- 
tivitiesfit^became a concept a system, an objective."^® So b^it also 
w;th international cooperdtldn m aerials, which is one aspect ot 
*UBC. Aswe review pest cooperative activities in serials we can see 
that the major steps have been jaken. By no means are all the 
problems solved nor all the-details^ worked out^.but international 
cooperationTn serials has gone i^r beyond isofated or simply 
bil^tjeral projects and activitiesJnternaflonal cooperation in serials 
has moved from concept to system in pursuit of thte objeotive of 
umverVa) ^ibfiographic contrpl. • . * " 
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• Notes . .. 

* r % 
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orr Cataloging. 1974) • y 

2 United Rations Educational. Soentiftc and Cultural Organization. 
Guideiines for fSDS {Pans UNESCOj19y3) - \ 

3 International Organization for Stan<ferdization.*ISO/Dl3 3297— 
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Mary Sauer 



Organization 

•oAsthe'U S repres^ntatiVetothelntematioRalSenalspataSystem^ 
(ISDS). the National Serial? Data Program (NSDP) was initially im- 
plemented m April 1975 a& ^ cooperative project under the joint 
support of the. Library' of Congress, the National Agricultural 
Library and t^felslational Library of Medicine. With the advent of fhe 
CONSER project^m v^hich each of the three national Iib/^riesTcind j» 
other research libran^are contributing directly to the develop- 4^ 
ment of a national senals data base, responsibility fcp<the HSQP 
v^as transferred to the Processing D.epa'rtrn^qt o? the library gU^ 
Congress>in \974x Subsequent efforts to coc^dinate th4 serials 
processing function* of LC with the ISDS functionsJfoi^which . 
NSDP IS responsible led to the.fogic^ decision to incorporate the 
program as a.sectiop of the Prd'ces^pg Department^ ferial H€rc= . . 

"ord'Oivision This administrative reorganization has oontnSut^ec) to ,\ 
the successful development of.^LX^'3 resp6nsibilitie& as a major 
CONSER participant ^d has served'to facilitate the identification ^ 
of those areas in secials control orrlocal. national and.intern^tional 

Jevels which merit ^uc^y and evalua^on. " * ' » 

NSDP*8 fiote as a^isps Natioaal Center 

The International Serials Data System, as established Withm tbe V 
tfamework of ^he UNESPO/UNISI^T program, is an international 
network of nationatand regional centers resjionsible for the trefi- 
Kon and maintenance of pomputer-based datS banks which con- 
tarn essential mformationtorthd identificatiojibf serials. The goal - 
of the ISDS is to provide a comprehensive and-rellable registry oi ^ 
serial publications In all fao^uages covenn(g ail subject areas The 
system is responsible forassignmg^toeyachseriaf. published under* 
a given title, a uqique and unambiguous numeric code id^ntif^er. 
the International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) 

As the U S. representative to the ISDS. NSDP is responsible for the ^ 
jcontroland ^ssignmentof 1S^N to all serial publications issued m 
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th^ United States. Other rtational or regional centers are responsi- 
ble for the registration of jSSN ip thetr respec|ive coOntries. Serial 
^publications issued by intergovernmental organizations (sucti as 
the United Nations. Pan Amenfcan Union, etc.).are registered by the I 
^SDSInt^rnatfonal Centre in Pans The lnteTrrat<onal Centre^estab- ^ 
fished by-ttpe French g6vpernment and 'UNESCO, is the central 
operational agency for thfe ISpS and is also, responsible for the 
registration of ISSN for publications issued ip Wiose countries 
Where national or regional centers have not yet been organ^ed. 
Mr Price s article in this iss.ue discusses in more dejtail the organi- 
zation of ISDS 'artd the relationships between'the lnterr\ational 
Centre and riational centers. " ^ 

NSDPastheU S national centeris therefore charged with a dual 
re^onsibility.of registering U publications as quickly and effi- 
ciently as possible andfjor obtaining ISSN for foreign impnnts from 
other ISDS centers as these numbers are 'needed b^ institutions m"* 
this "Country Since early 1973 currently cataloged serials proc- 
essed by the three national libr-^nes have beeo registered by the 
^ISDS. NSDP assigns ISSN to those titles published in the U. S. and 
requests ISSN for all others fr<^m {he appropnate ISDS center^ 
Routine communicatiohs witl), other ISDS centers are currently 
accornpjished trtrougti the mail and are therefor^ 'subject to the 
usual delays and attendarrt^problems^ssociated witdmte/national 
postal communications. However, it iVari adeqgSe. system for the 
present as an interlcn rti^asure until more effrcient methotls are 
imp^ernented Urgent requests may Be cdrr\municat^ by tele- 
-phone or telex provided that supporting^xfocumentation Ys^sub- 
' sequfently proyided. This documentaUon. whicji m'u^t^cgompany. 
eve.ry requ§st for an ISSN, cdnsists of an iSDS transjnittal forn? , 
containing bibliQgraphiCiOformationes^&ntial to thejdbntificat ion 
of anygiven^itleand a physical repcestfntation of a current issue or 
yblumg This can be either a sample i5§ue dr a s^rrqglte of tt^ ' 
'Issue-le.g,, reproductions of thie cover, titl^page and/or mastftead). 

• • : * ■ • 

With the'development of the CONSER prdJect-NSDP is^exl'endmg 

(ts national coverage to incliJde»responsib»lity fpr ass?ghjn^ ISgN to 

U S^.-impnnts inputby aH CON^SER participants. ISD§/CanAda I's 

undertaking the "same cotmmitment for Canadian imprints, and 

ISSN needed by CoNSER participants for serials published in 

countfi'e^other than the^ U. S.'oflCanada are requ^st^'from the 

appropriate ISDS oeriter by ei(l3er 6*SDP orJSDS/Canada. " 

' ' * J 

In addition tp registenng title's input jDythe.three national libraries 
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. and other CONSER institutions, NSDR Was awarded a grant by the 
National Science Foundation for the* 'De.yelopment of an Auto- 
mated NationalData BaSe on Serials in Science and Technology/' 
This two-y.ear program is utilizing the CONSER project as a 
mechanism for developmg a machine-readable file of scleritific 
and technical serials abstracted by the major U. S. abstracting and 
indexing services. The development <5f this data base will substan- 
tially augment the international corpusof serial titles registered by 
the ISDS to the benefit of all user communities. 

Mat lonar centers of the ISDS are also responsible for promoting the 
use of ISSN within )beir temtohes. Thus they are charged with 
establishing conrfhunications with publishers of senal literature 
and for making every effort to obtairvtheir active participation. 
NSDP has long recognized the need for this approach and has 
recentjy been able to undertake a more concerted effort in this 
direction The full behefrts of this system for the various user 
communities (libraries', 3bstractiog and indexing series, sub- 
'scription 'agents and publishers) will be fully realized only when 
ISSN ard carried ph the issue? or vofbmes of the serials themselves. 
Thus the NS'DP 'Section now has a publrshers li.aison assistant who 
isworkin^directfywith publisherstoencouragethe correct us6of 
the ISSN. For ISDS purposes a publisher has been defined as any 
^rson, company, partnership, association or g^oup of any kind 
issuing and publishing a serial. As with anyone requesting an iSSN, 
* publishers are asked to provide either a sample issue or surrogate 
of the issue asdocumentation for assigning the l§Sr^( and creating 
an accurate ISDS bibliographic record. There is no fee for this 
service. Once it has been assigned, publishers are expected to 
p*nnt the number m a prominent position on or in each serial issue, 
preferably in the top righthand corner of the cover. If a senal issue 
has an ISBN as Weil as an ISSN (as may be the case with mono- 
graphic senes)» the two numbers should appear together, each 
with its ov^h prefix Publishers are also encouraged to cite the 
correct ISSN in advertisements, promotional literature pr catalogs 
and^it IS recommended that the number follow immediately, or be 
^ immediately t>elow the title as advertised. Since a new ISSN must 
^ be assign^ if the title' of a senal changes, this stipulation is em- 
phasized at the time a publiisher is notified of the registration. 

. An additional responsibility pf ISDS national centers is the dis- 
semination of loforfmation from their national files. They may also 
maintain duplicate files or subsets^f thtiqternationai file in order 
to se/ve.theif user communities. To fulfill this aspect of NSDP's 
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responsibility as a national \:enter, an ISSN Register is In the 
process ofbetng prepared for publication It will list all serials in the 
NSDP fites to which ISSN have been assigned through 1974. 

ISSN with their appropriate key titles are also availabfe thro ugh the 
MARCdistnbutionservicein records forthose serials cataloged by 
LC for which numbers are available at the time of cataloging. 
Catalog cards produced fordistnbutioh by LCs Cataloging Dis- 
tnbution Service Division also carry ttj*e^lSSN when it is available 
prior to printing the cards. 

With the final development of the CONSER project and utilization 
of the OCLC facHities by the Library of Congress as a CONSER 
participant, current and, up-to-date information on all ISSN as- 
signed or validated by NSDP will also be available through that 
vehicle. 



international Standard Serial Number 
« 

The International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) 1^ an eight digit 
number which provides a universally accepted brief, unique and 
unambiguous identification code foe serials. An ISSN consists of 
seven digits plus a check digit (which is regarded as an essential 
and inseparable parfof the numtDier)and is written in theform: ISSN 
1234-5679. The check digit is always located in the right-most (low 
order) position and is calculated on a modulus 1 1 basis, using the 
weighting facto rs 8 to 2. The purpose of the chec k digit is to avoid 
•errors generated by incorrect transcription of numbers and is cal- 
culated as follows 

1 Take the digits of Ih^ base number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

2 Take the weighting factors associated 

with each digit 8^ 6 5 4 3 2 

3 Multiply each digit in turn by its 

weighting factors 8 14 18 20 20 18 14 

4 Sum these products' . 8+14+18+20+20-H8-f14=112 

5 Divide tfiis sum by thl modulLs 11 112:11=10 remainder 2 

6 Subtract the remaindet from 11 11-2=9 ^ , 

7 Add the remainder to the^right^rpost (low 

order) position of the pase number 1234-5679 

If the remainder isj^ a Roman numeral "X" is recorded in the 
check digit position, 

4'>' 
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The I6SN does not attempt to incorporate any significance other 
than the unique identification of a serial. Thus it doesnot reflect 
any characteristics of a serial, such as subject, language, publisher 
or count ry of publication Blocks of numbers are allocated to eaCh 
ISDS national or regional center by the International Centre and 
these numbers are then assigned to titles as the publications are 
processed 

ISSN are assigned tb serial publications, defined by the ISDS as. a 
publication in print or nonprint form, issued in successive parts, 
usually having numerical or'chronological designations and in- 
tended to be continued indefinitely. It should be noted that this 
definition does not include works produced in successive parts for 
a period predetermined as finite (e.g , multi-volume monographs 
or books-in-parts) and that it does allow for the inclusion of un- 
numbered series. However, NSDP does not generally assicfft ISSN 
to unnumbered series unless specifically requested to do so by 
another ISDS center 

Utilization of the Intierrvational Standard Serial Number offers solu- 
tions to many problems generated by the different identification 
conventions of libraries, abstracting and ind^exing services, and 
publishers or distributors. In the early stages of the development of 
the ISSN as an international Standard, it was determined that all 
users of bibliographic information on serials would benefit. from 
the existence of a large file of titles to which ISSN had been 
assigned It was in that spirit and witb th^t goal in mind that the 
R R Bowlder Company was authorized to assign ISSN to approxi- 
(nately 60.000 titles in the Bowker Senals Bibliography (which is 
composed of Ulnch's International Periodical Directory, 14th edi- 
tioh, and the Irregular Senals and Annuals, 2nd edition) as well as 
6.500 titles m the Bowker Serials Bibliography Supplement (1 972). 
It was also in that same spirit that the-ISDS International Centre 
authorized NSDP as the U S. national center to negotiate the 
assignment of ISSN to 220,000 titles in the twenty-oneyearcumula- 
tion of the Library of Congress New Serial Titles, 1950-1970. A 
greatdealo^ technical and editorial vyork on the part of the Bowker 
Company was involved in this project and their efforts have pro- 
duced a valuable 60urc'e of bibliographic information>on serials. 
However, the ISSN registered by Bowker for titles included in these 
publtcatipns were assigned to ent ries based upon various catalog- 
ing codes or conventions which were not always compatible with 
the bibliographic specifications of ISDS. Therefore some erroner- 
ous assignments were unavoidable and inevitable. Recognizing 
this possibility it was deterrpined that, for ISDS control purposes. 
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the numbeg^sigrted by Bowker would be cpnsidered provisional ^ 
unUt-v^i^aTe^Sy the appropriate ISDS centers. This policy does 
not urrauly jeopardize the validity oflhese numbers, and their use is 
both advocated and encouraged. Only a spnalfpercentage of th^ 
numbers are proving to be tnvahd and these are falcl^asy to 
identify if the following gutdelmes are used: " 

:\ - . 

3 Itthe publication in q u ejst^axvfe^ ssued jrr m ore than one part but 
. only one ISSN was a3Signed oy ihe bOWKHrCbmpany, the number 

Is probably invalid because separate ISSN are generalFy d^ign^d 

to each section or part 

Compmrtttv bioch9mtstfy »nd physiology 
R*gist6r»d in a Bowker publication as ISSN 001(M09X 
This number was cancelied by ISDS and raplaced by 
Compsrutive biochemistry »nd physiology A* 

CompMftttve physiology iSSH 0300-M29 
Comptrutive- biochemistry and physiology fiL 
- CompMrttive biochemistry iSSN Q905-04t1 

2 If a title was inadvertently numbered twice withmlhe Bowker Pub- 
lications (i.e.. once in Ulnch's and once in NS7), the lower numt>er 
IS generally considered the valid ISSN and the higher one(s) are 
cancelled by the appropriate ISDS center: 

Example*: 

Medic el essistence 

Registered in Ulnch s Onder title as ISSN 0O47445S 
' Registered m New Senel Titles under issuing body as ISSN 0472-7M7 
Valid number 'JSSN 0O47-6455 

Biofogicel reviews of the Cambridge Philosophical Society 
Registered m Ulnch's ur>der title as tSSN 0006-2152 
Registered m Ulnch's under author as iSSN O045-4O7I 
valid number ISSN 000«*2952 



If asenal wasentered underissuingbodyin aBowker publication, 
and that body changed-, generating another entry under the nevf 
name or names, a new ISSN was connputer assigned to the new 
Bowker entry If the title did not change and if the title is not a 
genenc term, one of the ISSN is potentially invalid. Again, the 
lowest ISSN IS considered valid and all othersare cancelled by the 
appropnate ISDS ceriter. 
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Ex«inp|«: (as found tn N9w ^enai Titles) 

Argenhne Republic Servtpio Foresfi Nacton%l ' 
Anufto de esudtstica tocesfl 
tSSN 0570-M34 Continued by 

Argeniine Republic Admimstracion NactonMi de Basques 
AnuMng de estadistica forestai ^ , ^ - * 

ISSKWIi-4142 ^ - 

V«l>d nuAnfter iSSN 0S1M142 



ISDS Bibtfographic Conventions 

In order to regulate"tfee allocation of ISSN it was internationally ' 
-agreed that a citation Acceptable to.all ISDS participants would be 
used for serials to which ISSN are assigned. The concept of the key 
title as a controF citation was incorporated as the "handle" to . . 
which the ISSN is assigned m any given ISDS bibliographic record, 
Spectficaiionsforthe transcription ^nd construction of the key title 
are included m the Gu/de/^nes ior ISDS. It is based upon the title as 
it appears on an issue or volume. With the addition of an author 
statement if the title consists af a generic term. In those instances 
where two or more publications have the same title, the key title is 
further constructed by addmgqualifymg information to resolvethe 
conflict and to create a unii^ue citation in the ISDS files. This 
qualifying information can be place, or place and^date if place 
alone is not sufficient, or other information suitable to resolution of 
the conflict (e.g..*repnnt edition or microfilm edition). A new iSSN 
IS assigned and a new record is generated only when the key title 
undergoes what has been defined by ISDS as a major change. 
Definitions of whSTTonstitute major and'minor changes to key 
titles are also provided in the Guidelines for ISDS. 

According to the^ same Gu/c/e//nes. each key title is "inseparably 
associated with its ISSN" as an internal control mechanism within 
the ISDS network. As the.citation to which the ISSN is assigned, the 
Key title thus becomes a1<ind of "mam entry" in ISDS files. Effective 
us^ of the ISSN by libraries, indexing sen/ices and subscription 
agencies is obviously facilitated if the key'title concept is incorpo- 
rated in the files of these vanous communities. However it is not a 
mandatory requirement for successful utilization 6i the ISSN. 

One of the greatest benefits of the ISSN system is4ts ability to 
provjde a bnef and unamtjiguous means' of identifying a serial, 
regardless of the type or form of citation qsed. The numt)er serves 
as a common denominator which links the varying identification 
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conventions of libranea, abstracting and indexing services, sub- 
scription agents and publishers or distributors 



What IS essentid^. however, is that the bibliographic entity created 
accordi ng to any given set of cataloging rules or conventions be 
compatible vyith the bibliographic entity created by a key title. 
Addressing the cuh-ent discrepancies between* the Anglo- 
American Cataloging Rules (North American Text) and the key title 
concept in his articleelsewhere inVhis issue, Mr. Howard's second 
proposal would provide for that necessary compatibility ir^this ^ 
country. In this proposal it^suggestecj that the AACR be amended 
to require title mam entry for all serials except those titles which ' 
consist of a genenc term or which begir> with a generic term 
followed only by the name of the issuing body, in which case the 
senal IS entered under* author^ This provides fofcompatlbility.be- 
tweeri an AACR bibliograpllfo record and an ISDS record, since a 
change in an AACR mam en^ry would also beconsid^d achange 
m the key title* Additional spectftcattons for resolving the differ- 
ences between what constitutes major and minarchanges accorc^ 
ing to the AACR ahd ISDS would stiti be desirable m order to assure 
corjnplete compatibility betvyeen the two systems. This is not an 
gnreahsfiQ expectation, and the probJem is being dealt with by the 
appropriate confimittees. 



To support the ISSN ancj key title in an ISDS bibliographic record, 
additionaldataelements, considered essential to the identification 
of any given senal, are alsg mcluded.*They are specified in the ' 
Guidelines for /SDS^as follows 



Essential ISDS Data Elements MARC Serials Fields 

Date of entry (or most recent amend- 008 
ment) 

ISDS Centre code (i e . the center re- 008 
sponsible for assigning or validating the^SN) 

ISSN 022 

Key title , 222 

Variant title(s) • " 246 ^ 

Start date OOi 
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Essential ISDS Data Eiemisnts >1ARC Sftriais Fields 
Country of publication * 008 

Alphabet of original title (alphabet of the ^ 008 

tilie as it appears on the issue This is 
particularly applicable for non-Roman 
titles which require romanization for 
input.) 

Imprint ^ • 260 

Additional datar elerhents are provided for m an iSDS record, al- 
^ though they^ not requfred unlesSavailable. These include iterpS 
such as ti^^requency, type of publication, language, abbreviated 
title, linking entries, etc. * - 

The bibliographic requirements of ISDS are not as full rior as . 
detailed in their specifications as are thos^ of the AACR, sjiTce thte 
ISDS netwbrk intends to provide a basic bibli6gra*phic' record 
which meets the general needs of an international community. 
Each national center, ht>wever, ts permitted and encouraged to , 
aijment the basic ISDS record in \\s own files with the necessary 
data elements required to meet the needs of national users. This 
includes such bibliographic data as structured author headings 
and subject headings. 

Thus an ISDS record as provided by NSDP gncT other ISDS centers 
serves as the basis for documenting ISSN registration and also 
provides an internationally Acceptable "buildmg^block" upon 
which national catalogyjg agenTJies and others can base a com- 
• plete bibliographic record suitable to the needs and requiremenls 
of their constituencies 
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I 

After years of study, reporting, proposals ^and counter-proposals,, 
t>ut little actual activity, librarians fiave. for the past three "^ars. 

* witnessed a tremendous amount of activity in the area of biblio- 
graphic control of serials. This has been true not only at the na- 
tional level, but also at the rnultlnational ^nd international levels. 
This active pace has been nurtured by fibrary interests, traditional 
as well as advanced, and it has actually been pre|ipitated^by the 
very aggressive commitment and involvement of the information 
industry and the atistracting ancf indexing (a & i) services. It Is - 
perhaps this strange Should it be overlapping of i nterests at just 
about the same time that has caused furor and fe.ar among those 
who look at bibliographic control of serials as primarily a pjjbblem 

,of catalogin^g. cataloging rjjies and card catalogs. The /end does 
not seem to be the achievement of the typ^of bibliographic control 
that can best serve the ultimate user. i)ut" maiat'^ining the "integ- 
rity" of the card catalog. Asicie from the check-in. claiming, order- 
ing, locating, shelving, binding, listing and union listing, what 
library depends solely on Hie card*catalcJg for providing access to * 
serial matenals*^^- r 

The CO^JSER Project (CONversio n of SERials). establi'shed under 
thfe Council on Library Resources, is responsible for building an 
automated core data b^se of bibliographic records for serials 
which will be available as an authontative source for use at alt 
levels, local, national and international. In this paperil shall not be 
providing a detailed description of the origin, th6 organization, or 
the detailed operational concepts and procedures of CONSER. 
These have been published recently in many papers./l have sought, 
however, to provide an analysis of the CONSER Project from the 
point of vieV/ of an academic librarian, and as one/who ha^lDeen 
involved ifi reference service functions In various capacities. I have 
sought to minimize looking at this topic from a biased point of view. 
. butlmust acfmitthattheanalyses and conclusions presented here 
could not be it comprehensive were it not for my two and a half 
years experience asDirectorof theNs^ional Se/ialsData Program 
and my previous experience as the Assistant/Chief of the Serial 
Record Division and Head of the Newspaper/and Periodical Sec- 
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tionat the Library of Congress I, therefore, do not apologize for the 
fact that the views presented here may be biased by the many 
discussions, formal and informal, that I have held with alt types of . ^ 
librarians, information specialists, automation specialists, refer- 
ence servicp prQviders and users, and a myriad of individuals 
whose lif^ has beer> dedicated to serials at both the national and 
international level This analysis is based oo'one premise, one that I 
have not beeaoriginal in espousing, but one which has been stated 
as the goal of many. Namely, this is the establishment of a nat ional 
data base of bibliographic information on serial publications that is 
"flexible enough in its utilization to permit subscription agencies, 
librarians, information centers, the abstracting and indexing ser- 
vices and the primary user to have an unencumbered access to the 
information being sought. This national clata base should be estab- 
lished'with adequate flexibility to permit maximum utilization of 
information being produced by other foreign national data ser- 
vices and to increase the ability to bring about universal biblio- 
graphic control. 

Serials and the Card Catalog 

In most situations where^serials are concerned, the integrity of the 
card catalog is fictitious because of local conditions. I have had 
extensive work4n the bibliographic identification of and searching 
for serial titles in the Library of Congress and can' state that only a 
fool, or one who does not know better, would rely solely on either 
the LC Mam Catalpg or the LC Official Catalog to identify or locate 
senals in the Library of Congress One has to look In the Official 
Catalog (forget the Mam Catalog), the Serial Record, the Serial 
Division Catalogs (including the Binding Catalog), and then hope 
that one hafe had enough sense to distinguish between the myriad 
changes in structure that private.and public publishing organiza- 
tions go through. Those may or may not be reflected in any one of 
the sources (and there may4)e only one source) mentioned. 

Perhaps othBr libraries have better control of the situation, but 
then t hat is only possible where serials have been given a priority in 
conqern That h^ not been the fact in the Library of Congress., 
There have been good signs, in the past few months, of a signifi- 
cant c^pnge in evidence of LC's commitment that provides hope to 
those who are concerned with serials. A new administration in the 
LifcTrary^f Congress cannot*ignore the clamor and the action and 
the momentum that has been generated in the past two to three 
years. CONSER is the personification of the fact that the Library of 
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• Congress l^dropped the bail (shoved into its hands many tjmes) 
and that the^ibrary jind Lnfornjatipn cpmmijftlties^were desperate 
and determined en^gh to se^*it dfoppedlor the lasttime. That ball 
IS n"bw in CONSEF^'s^ands. It is Inihe interests of the communities 
that itpnot t>erifbpped again. All, 'those wljo* agree and those who 
disagree, havetoomuchat stake to'gothroughotTiertraumas With 
avarietyof baUcarrieri CONSER must be made succeed! Tha\ 

•'tioes npiiDean an end to'lhe catalog. What it means is that efforts 
mu5t be made to seatbat CONSER, at a minimum (withouVgetting 
too deepfy into thedetails), achieves its priftiary scopjef L^t's face it. 
^hat is the alternative? Vye have been talking, writing, arid" rewrit- 
ing since 1965 about inajitomated serialsdata base. Well, wedon't 
haved better idea, afid sinpe^ we don't, let's make this idea better. , 

* • ■ * 

1/Vhy HaVe an On-Line System for Serials Controls? ^ 

Any efficient i^ilization of senal publications, wjjcther pn a local 
autonomo us basis, or m any cooperative venture, requires a defini- 
tive and standardized program iof bibliographic control. Efforts 
rV-tbward achieving this end by libraries have varied, dependingijpon 
individual needs, traditions and the inevitable idiosyncraci'es of ^ 
exjstmg manual systenns^Peiliaps still the most comnfionsourceof 
control for most research institutions is the traditional cfird 

* catalog — an imm,obile,,stationary system iiiWhed to in-house use, 
and built uponthecatalogrngcodeOperativeatanypomtintimeby 
any one organization. Cltjmbersdmet pplicies of superimposition 

% (necessary to accommodate.changes in cataloging procedures 
over a period of time) and difficulties in maintaining acard file that 
grows in direct proportion to the growing population of new and 
changed serial titles led many libraries to pursue other possibilities 
of bibliographic control. ^ ' - " ^ 

A fairly recent in novation,^ 1erms of wide acceptability, is the 
book catalog which permits greater mobiljty, ease of maintenance 
^^•^nd hence easier access to an mstitution's serials collectic^n. • 
Supplementary to (and in §ome cases.as a substitute for) the card 
^ file or^ook catalog, many libraries and^ other rpsearch organiza- 
. tions provide individually produced^directortes of holdings which 
provide a ready reference a.nd>t;uick access to serial holdings via 
records contarnVn^ minimal data sufficient to identifyany one title. 
These directories are highly portable,-easier todeyelop and main- 
tarn, 9hd facilitate the diss^nrxnation of local holdings infornnation 
bet^ond the. physical confine^of a building. They rpa'y be produced 
^in hard copyorin fiche form* In a cooperative vein, union listingsof^ ■ 
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serial pubitc^tions 0f\iQC5l, regionaland national levels bijecame 
_more and n>0Fe neqessat^ AaiaCerenrproblen^ m the compilation 
of these union catalogs is the inevitabie^rffTculty 'eniccrantfered in 
. •trying effeotively to' merge records irofn different sources which 
have been crealed According to differ^ot cataloging codes and 
bitJIiographic traditions into one, cohesive and conststent biblio-. . 
graphictool ThefoTm'at, coverage andcontent oftheseJists vanes/ 
depending upor\ bibliographic fesources availatJleJmancial sup- 
port and 't he ^ needs of the.cooperatmg institutions 
* . % ' 

Supplementary, but equallyrimportant, ire the ty^es of biblio-' 
graphic control generated and used by the numerous'abstractmg 
aad indexing services Many services are separately published irt 
'bulletins, which are pnnjed penodically \p the form of current* 
awareness progranr^s. KWIC indexes^ table of contents pubhca^' , • 
tions aind abstracts or indexes, others are issued in cared forin only r 
some appear as a regujar feature m ajoiyrnai , a number of serv.icfis 
,are issued' in a multiplicity of. forms printed bulletins, cards, 
magnetic tape or microfilnr) UnfortCnateiy, t he a & i sen/iQg^do nX)U' 
" ajways utilize the same form of.entry for access to Iseri^f publica- 
tions that libraries dp 'to attain optimal efficiency in coordinating 
t+ie efforts toward bibliographic contrbl.tetween libraneS and the 
a & I services, a standard and compatible means of*<5i(ation an'd , 
bibljogra^phic descrfptiJ^rhaoceBtable to both is mandatory. . 

Heretofore, many libraries, rese^ch institutions and the a & I'ser- 
vices have been hampered by burlt-m handicaps inherent in any 
system which depend^ upon manuaWevefopment, maiTntenance , ^ 
and dissemination. The growmg emergence of compufer tectinol- 
*ogy and the application'of automated data processing techrtiques 
to bibliographic systems promisig greater ease in meeting the de- • 
o . mands of the varied user co(nm'ufiity. ^n the absence of natjonally*' ' 

and internationally recog nized standaVdsr mo$t,of the efforts in4his * • 
, direction have been isolated, individualistic approaches on a local^ 
or regional level resulting in duplication of effort in many in- 
stances, a lack of coordination in formal and conjent, and a result- 
" ing inability to cooperate arrd'.interact with other systems effi- 
ciently, despite the fadt that this is the end most often sought by 
those actively ,pursuinq.this approach. ' 

, As computer technology mcreased in ^phistication and availabil- 

^ty to libraries and other institutions concerned with serials, use 
* begahto be made of it in an effort to provide some means,oi local 
. serials control. Initially, these efforts concentrated on the produc-' * * 
. ' ^ tton of various title findmg hsts. There are^obvious advantages to 
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usmg a cdmputer for^this function sjnfe, it would easily produce' 
vcrtumes of lists ih multttddin'ous copies at rapid speeds. Sqhemes 
for designating va'nous levels of specification to an iristrtution s 
holdings were included next Eventually, some institutions, who • 

- hab the*(fomputing power and financial resources^ car<ied ovbr 
into other areas cjf librarv serials control, such as binding^ rduting 
of issuei^.t34aiftiing of issue's and ev§n prediction of arnval of serial 
issues Two basic characteristics ar6 noticeable upon comparison 
o'f^/no-st of these systems - ^ " ' * 

; ■ ' . 

1 Th^^enerallxcontalnjnformation whict\ is subject !<?immediate 
. obsolescence as soon as it is added to the machine file' due to the 

fact that the system6oper«te m a batched envrconment for inforfha- 
:lH>Q'Which is'subject to frequent changes. * 

2 They ar^ all titghty customized systems which were d^velopecj for ^ 
procedures ahd operations in,6ne institution or, at^he^most, an. 
tnierlibrary loan consortium-type^group o'f several irfetitutions. 

Fault IS nof beiound In these earlier efforts. The computerwas* , 
emerging as .a tool of use to Itbranes and senals w'as^ne ar^a 
where it codid b^ effectively utij^ized. Systems were batch pro- 
cessed because there either not[>iag l>ut batch processing 
done at the host cbrriputertacility or,-ii on-]>ne r4gl-tirfje ipteractive 

- processing was'supported, siilfident l^nbw-how, jq9tificat4on,or 
^ poJ^cal weight djdjDy^t e^tlst tb brmg abput an or^^e operatibn. 

proba6ly4|iegfeatest misfortune, hpwevp^r.'was*that^^^Fof Ihese* 
'dgvelopmentaf activitias-tooi^ plage ph an individuaL^basis WUh no 
coofdination or cooperation in evidence* . * ' * 

,* the technOk)gy-and availabilit/ot sophistfcatedon-line interactive 
qrienjedcornputer system^ npw makes it imperative to conform to 
-an.G/i-Kne system^or serials if the |0b of serials control Is to badone 
right This is true not only for the benefit of currency of data, which 
an on-line environment facilitates, but also in the potentiator more* 
effective cooperation +fl file building and file shanng which thi3« 
type of capability provides These two ideas, cooperation and th,e 
benefits of on-line processing, are dorfiinanjt in the CONSER 
philosophy and form the basis of its very existence. * * 

>< • 
What Is the COKSER Prolefii? * 

From a recomm^nded Cooperattve Conversiofi ProjecJt.Which r6- 
i^ulted fro^nJhe^cLeJiberations'ot'an AcfHoc Disctisstpn Group in 
Sena)s02fta*Bas^s^ canri6ja[Con\rdrsioHof*Seria^siFirojectc^Jl6(hhe 
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CONSER project 2^ DiscussrDn^'on.the detailed implementation 
aspects of the project moved so fast that reports and documenta- 
tion were out of (^^\e t?y the time of dissemination m print. The fact 
that up-to^atemforfnation would notkeepupwiththe momentum 
the Project left^he pirofession uninformed/ Several recent * 
documents present the statgs and future plans as CONSErt boc 
corhes operational. ^'^'^ • / ' 

The stated purpose of CONSER is 'to build a core-data base of 
bibliographic information on seffal ti.tl9S jo be available iot use on 
the mternationaC national, regjonal.'ajid local levels."® In order to 
eliminate confusion over existing programs. the Council on Library 
Resource§ (CLR), th^^rganization coordinating and^ managing 
CONSER, has made it clea'r that :'this is a file-building project; it fe 
notif\|erid^ta*bqcome an ongoing national or international se- 
^Tals^data system."^ ^ ^ ^ 

CONSE^Flie-Buildintf 

Th6 CouncilNDn Library Resources has stated thai "the intention of* 
* the ProjCQfis to establish a comprehensive data base of serial titles^ 
in*such a way^s to Accommodate the past, present, and future 
standards of format, description, and identification where they can 
be ^certained, lt\s not the intention of ttie Project to establish new 
stiandards in any area."'*^ , " • \ ' 

CONsIr wiII, of course, utilize existing standards as they are, 
where possible witljqut modification, as in the use of the interna- 
\l6r^\ standard forihe comm&nications format at l^vel-pne (struc- 
ture)' namely ISO/2709.^\ 

At t^e secondJ6vel. th^t is^ tags^and content designators, there 
existed minor oWteignces inXthe formats utilized in LC MARC Se- 
rials fdrmat, the Gana^Tan MARC Senals communications format, 
and the'Natiohal Serials DataVrogram's internal format. Adjusf- 
ment^ave been made to reconyle these dtffer^ces. Thus, stan- 
.dardi^ation has been achieved at\two leyels.Jt is at the third level. 
I.e., the contents (or the actual bmliographic data), where com- 
promises had to be made. The major compromise was between 
having an authoritative file" of recor\js in.CONSER from thetvery 
beginning and then building on thatpy ^equlring pelrticipants to 
adherQ strictly to a set of practices in\a prespribed manual, and 
having participants input records as they see fit and as they tie in 
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With their own catalogs and cataloging practices. The connpromise 
was to distinguish t>etween current and retrospectjve records. . 

-CONSER partlc^^pants are required to input records for titles that 
are newly revised ornewiy cataloged at their mstitutionsaccord ing 
to a set^f agreed-upon principles established by CONSER. Hope- 
fully /participants willthus be able to kn6w if thpt title already hasa 
rfecord because they shouid be usmg-the same entry. Even if they, 
do not.»the system does provicle'for alternative searching 

^rp€^cf^anisms. Therefore, the proliferation of records f6r a particu- 

; lar new title hopejully willbe avoided. It js expected tHat Library A 
will not feel thatlts Angio-Ame7tQan Cataloging Rules choice for 

' hiding is a better choice than Librpry B. ^2 Eventually, the Litjrai^ 
of Cpngress and the National Library of Canada, as the COMSER 
designated Centers of Responsibility, will ^et this type of problem 
resolved . ' • ^; / . 

The majo r connpromise in COHSER was in what has l^eerf called the 
' retrospebtwe conversion v>ith the e>tceptipn the Library of 
Congress and the National Library of Canada, CONSER partici- 
^ pants "will b^ allowed to^ input their cataloged records aVfhey ' 
•"exist. They will nofbe asked^to venfy that.the form of heading is 
accordirtg to AACR. ndr. will tbby be asked to split Up their fatest 
» title calalogmg^ntheAACR-reqincedsuccessiyeefitry practice.'"*^ 
The prin^dry argument fOr aCON&EJl type of proj4ct iias be^ri the 
shanngof responsibilitiesand thesfjaringof costsJn reality.in the 
build-upofafiJe of recocdsfor^etrosjjective (previogsjy cataloged) 
titles, the partteipating institutions'will hot be coalribCiting to the^ 
cost of establfstyng a file of authoritative^ recordV*The»primary. 
burden will stiil be borne, through what h^s been called. a post-, 
editing process, by the Library of Congress and the. National, 
Library of Canada In effect, there h^s been a^agre^rfi^rtt todisa-: < 
gree orrthe implementation.of the set of agreed-upon pnnciples 
describtf^the data elements— tagging", conten'^designato^i^, con- 
tents. Essentiafly, "dirty" records will beinputtdbedeaned*ijpat 
sorhe date by LC or NLC? The participants will b^ building VR'thj^' 
file utilizmg the 80.000 records from the Minnesota' Uniontist 6t 
Serials (MULS) and the composite /ecor(;^ from {he LC*MAflC 
* Senalsasthe foi/ndation It is understdod mat hon-}^ACR records ' 
which exist in the MARC'Serials files will be exp^jnge^ This is not^* 
true'bf the MULS file. While alimited effort h^s been unit^ertaken to 
break dutjatest^itleentnes into successive entne^.therlastillexist 
many records which ^re under latest titl^, as well as many records 
which still do not co'nforni to the AACR' form of heading* 
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What Does GONSEB MeanW^the iJser Community? 

* While'participation in CONSER is initially limited to a smati number 
of research libr^ne^* the data base^tr^ated thereby'isavailaWeto 
a large number of hbrarV systerms vvbith are tied Jnto QpLC! The 
Library of jCongress will, of course. dis;tnbute' through MARC Se- 
rials all the record^;' it has input '(essentially what is now already 
available through MARC Stapes),t records it hasupdated, authen-. 
ticated apd,or to which it has attached its topation or relocation ^ 
symbols. These are essentially^ titles for yvhictj records have been 
frtput by any participant anji which LChas changed fpr which it has 
verified anydataelemetnt oriiuthenticated the narfte fields, U.S. key 
titles and IsSN.xir to whic h it has.added NST location «ymboi(s) on 
the basis of re|?orts from libraries t-hfo^ughout. It is not dear • 
whe<|ier LC will be inputting/after verification, all reported titles 
comtng jrfto the existing New Serial Titles niechariism.^ , ' 

Thus, depending on the* commitment that it is able to dedicate to 
tht3 effort, the Library of CpngVesscould provid.e those institutions 
which aYe n^t OClC or C^ONSER pacticipants with-bibliographic 
(^ata m machine-readable form, iocandform (if they are-wanted), in 
printed form (book catalogs) ^rClir "microform. - 

Th6 fasterLC moves in authenticating the essential data elements 
withVn records that^t has npt input, the faster the community asa 
whole cW be nefitlrom CONSER. The problem is that tC i^^again 
expected tcTBear the brunt of the workload, granted, through a 
refined mechanism The L^rary of Congress has failefj the^com-* 
munity i n the past because of a lack of commitnnent LC's participa- 
tion in a national serials program has been lacking in enthusiasm. 
LC s partitip^tion in a program which is not only sponsored by the 
Council on Library Resources but enthusiastically jnitlated and 
spJiifred on by the National Library of Canada and joined irf with 

: ' ... ' ^ 

•CONSe'r participants are the Library of Congress, the National Library of 
Car\ada. the Natiopal L,it>fary of Medicine, the National Agricultural Library, 
. thfe State University of New York (SUNV), N^w York State Library, University 
of California, University of Minnesota, Yale University (a rnember of the 
Research Library Group and-UELINET), and Cornell l^nlyersity (also rep- 
resentative of the Five Associated Univer.sity Libra r4es systenrr). ^ 

t Ail serials cataloged at the Libiiry of Congress are included, tha^ is, all 
languages and alphabets in a romanized form, as well as senes which are 
^processed as collected sets and whose parts are not analyzed for mono- 
*graphic cataloging x . ' 
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great expectations by some of the most mfluential library systems 
in the U.S.. will, perhaps, ultimately elicit the commitment needed 
to succeed. 

It IS questionable whether the Library of Congress can acquire 
adequate staffing to clean up the resulting file. The Library of 
Congress has beendesignated as aCenter of Responsrbihty for all 
name fields, key titles and ISSN, Thus, it is planned that LC will have 
a prime post-editmg responsibility for providing headings accord- 
ing to AACR which it has in ALA form The ALA form will also 
remain in the CONSER record. 

There still lies the problem of the principles of successive entry vs. 
latest title. It isexpected that participants will enter a record under 
latest title and will not be breaking it up into successive entries. Will 
the Library of Congress, in addition to its responsibility for de- 
superimpositiory of the headings, undertake to split up latest title 
records into successive entry records? This is the more com- 
prehensive an undertaking and may be more difficult to resolve 
once a record has be'e*n entered in the data base. In some in- 
stances, LC may not be able to provide AACR forms of heading 
untes^ a latest title record ts split The resolution and the speed 
with which such records are made authoritative by LC remains to 
be seen. 

What Does OCLC Offer to CONSER and Vice-Versa? 

The OCLC Senals Control system is operational, although the 
program for the printing of catalog cards for serial^p*djw)t expected 
to be available at OCLC until summer 1976. The system*not only 
permits the searching for and input of bibliographic data on serials 
but also provides the c^eck-in capability. Thus, OCLC. which is 
serving as thec/e facto national cataloging resource for mono- 
graphs for an ever expanding number of user institutions (over 
400), and which is now extending its coverage to senals, is the only 
existing on-line interactive system capable of handling the mag- 
nitude of data and the variety of interests shared by CONSER . 
participants. Therefore, OCLC |)pvides the mechanism which 
would otherwise have had to be created. Also, the large number of 
participants in the OpLC system expedite the process of creating a 
large data base This, of course, has its own disadvantage, espe- 
cially in dealing with bibliographic records on serials. How much 
duplication will there be? How much confusion will this create'^ 



It IS true that many of the CONSER participants are also OCLC 
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users. Those who are OCLC users will also have the check-in 
capability. CONSER participants will not, unless they negotiate 
separately with OCLC. CONSER participants will input their 
records into the OCLC system, then notify the Center of Responsi- 
bility (LC or NLC) by submitting a surrogate (reproduction of title 
page, cover, or masthesuj) which will serve as the triggering 
mechanism for authentication and/or assignment of main entry, 
key title and ISSN. The Library of Congress and the National 
Library of Canada will also, of course, be inputting their own 
recordsand therebyupgradmgr^cordswbtch may already exist In 
the file. 

Thus. OCLC participants will benefit-^romthe'inputof someof the 
nation s foremost bibliographic centers as well as from tha au- 
thoritative records provided by LC and NLC. They will also benefit 
ifom the input provided by the participatir>g members of the Na- 
tional Federationof Abstracting and Indexing Services, who will be 
inputting datathrough the National Seriafs Data Program (NSDP) 
NSDP IS also currently working on a speti^l project supported by 
the National Science Foundation to produce an authontative bib- 
liographic data base of scientific and technical senals,^ » * 

The basicquestions that remain unanswered are. Will the nation's 
WDrary and information systems be satisfied. |jfter many years of 
waiting, to continue to wait until an authoritative dat^ base is 
created'^ Will OCLC users be satisfied with locating a variety of 
recordsfor aserialtitle and selecting oneof those recordsfor use, 
"or will they wait until there is arecord with the LCse^l of approval? 
We^ as OCLC participants, h^ve not answered these questibns in 
trymg to determine how to achievi maximum- benefit frbm the 
OCLC Senals Control System. But wd have to answer, we have to 
find the way. because there airi't no other horse in sight, and we 
gotta nde. we gotta move. 
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A24S-8. ^ 

4 PaulJ. Fasana, "Impact of National Developments on Library Technical 
Services and Public*Services," Journal of Library Automation 7 (no. 4. 
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Lawrence G. Livingston 




The following statements are keyed to the diagram m the chart. 

1 ^The interim responsibility for the management of the CONSER 

project rests with the Council on Library Resources The Council 
also provides partial funding for the project. During the project, a 
more permanent arrangement will be made 

2 There is two-way communication between the C^ON^ER Advisory 
Group and the CONSER management staff at the Council on 
Library Resources 

3 IS the responsibility of the CONSER Advisory Group to inform the 
U S-and Capadian library communities, the pcibhshers, and the 

" abstracting and indexing communities in bath countries. The Ad- 
visory Group IS also responsible for informing CONSER manage- 
.ment of the reactions to CQNSER from these communities. 

4 Th^hioCoJIege Library Center ssystemisthemterim hostsitefor 
the CONSER data base. OCLC s staff and management work 
closely with the CONSER management. Centers of Responsibility, 
and the Advisory Group to implement the' project. 

5 The initial files are loaded from magnetic tape in a batch mode. 
Shown aj;e the Minnesota Union List of Serials, the LC MARC 
serials, and the Canadian MARC senals. There may be other initial 
U\es 

■S~7Vfterthe initial files are loaded from tape, the CONSER participants 
shown m theMeft semicircle begin their input on-line. 

7 Periodically, on prior arrangement with OCLC, each uspr institu- 
tion may g^t tapes of its own records from OCLC These may differ 
from other'CONSER records in that they contain lojcal data. 



'This material originally appeared in the LC Information Bulletm 34 (no 22, 
May 30 1975) A87-89 
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This shows that Yale is also a member of the Research Library 
Group and f^ELINET Cornell University js a CONSER representa- 
tive of the Fi^e Associated University ^Ljbr^nesj^ 

Other OCLC timers who are not CONSER participants also input 
serials records to the data base and have on-line access to these ^ 
records. \s » 



10 After the iQitial files are loaded, there is a constant interaction 
between, on the one hand, OCLC and, on the other, the Library of 
Congress and the National Library of Canada These two libraries 
input their own serials records, thj^ynreceive separate tapes of their 
MARC serials records for MARC distribution. They also act as 
Center? of Responsipility for certain bibliographic content of the 
records 

11 Periodically during thA pro)et;t and at its end. the Library of Con- 
gress andthe National Library of Canada will receive the CONSER 

^ files and distribute ther\i as they do their MARC serials. 

12 The National Serials Data Program (NSDP) withm the Library of 
Congress, and the ISDS/Ganada within the National Library of 
Canada, provide records frbm CONSER tothe International Serials 
DataSystem (ISDS) International Center in Pans. In addition, these 
two activities receive from the ISDS records prepared by other 

' national centers and by the ISDS Center itself These records. be- 
come part of CONSER The NSDP and the ISDS/Canada have the 
responsibility for providing tne ISSN and Key Titles to CONSER 
records for serials published in the two countrl^s, and for authen- 
ticating and locking these dati elements These two centers also 
provide to the CONSER recorcJ^ additional data elements required 
by the'internationai system. 

13 The National Federation of AbstVacting and Indexing Services 
provides input to CON SER by waAof the National Serials Data Pro- 
gram, and receives CONSER rec(^rds'm the national distribution 
system 



14 The Library of Congress and the N^t 
ing and Indexing Service^ inform 
CONSER and request their assistance 
Standard Sena! Ncjmber The Nation! 
same relationship with Canadian pu 
Serials Data System in PaVis and othe^ 
this function' for foreign publishers 



lonal Federation of Abstract- 
S. publishers concerning 
in using the International 
Library of Canada has the 
lishers. The International 
National Centers perform 
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15 The Nat»onal Science Foundation provides some of the funds and 
guidance for the National Senals Data Program so that it may^ 
satisfy the requiremetlts of the abstracting and indexing services 
primanly and of the scientific and technical community generally. 

16 The ISDS Center m Pans is re^sponsible for communication with the 
international library and abstracting and indexing communities. It 
has other functipnscnot related to CONSER. 
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Serials: Costs and Budget Projections 



F. Clasquin 



Oneof the bqsic functions of the librarian in the field of administra- 
tion IS that of preparing, defending and implementing the library 
budget Serials and journals continue to grow m numbers and 
pri<ie and. depending upon the institution or clientele served, 
might require ^s much as 80 percent of the reading material 
budget^ Research, scientific and technical journals, plus the refer- 
enceand research tools intended to make the use of these journals 
less complex, have an average price far in excess of the similar 
discipline m the book collection College and research libraries 
formed within the past 10 years, particularly, must allocate a 
greater portion of their funds for the maintenance of the periodical 
collection rather than for monographs. ' , 

Thegenerairtfle controlling the acquisitipn of books— -that every 
book should have pone through the appropriate decision-making 
process as proof that it has a right to be i n the library— applies to am 
even greater degree to senals since this decision is an annua] 
affair Zero budgeting as adisciplin^^ an exciting experience 
because of the reward of conviction that you have prepared a 
budget which meets the current^ neecjs and demands^^But for li- 
brary administrators prepanng such a budget for serials, informa- 
tion which will provide^both .a, detailed analysis of the ratg.of 
inflation on serials and jystificatipn that the list of periodicals 
desired serves the institution s information needs is difficult and 
expensive tc^btam 

Broad industry pnce indexes are not necessarily applicable to the 
mditidual'institution because the rate ofiQflation is not at all 
similar m each educational or scientific Hior^niinp r^Apartmpntai 
support at colleges and universities is often lac>^ng because the 
various departments cannot be brought into the bOdget process 
without an inordinate added amount of clerical time and expense 
on the part of the interested department head. Public libraries, too. 
servicing the broad needs of a town or a city*, need the full support 
of all sectors of the community to develop and maintain journal 
collections in special fields of interest. 
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*.The total resource^ afsehal hterature. current and past, varies 
^widely ffom-subjecPrsubject Henc^. the method of selection, or 
cbllectrotfidev^lopment.'should reflect th0 departmental requests, 
studenf populUtubn by sufiject f ields» the academic standards'of the 
iTistftutibn in eacfcvdisciplmj^. and the final limiting factor of fUnds 
appropriated for each discipline or funded unit Also, the quality 
conifol of publications in each subject field vanes and must be 
recognized as an invportant s^lectibn factor, as is the fornTi arjd 
mamtenance.of back files - & 

* ' , , ' • 

Thus, dep.art'fftental divisipn and cost-related'iibrary activitiQB^on a 
hst of 6eria7s, such as bin'd^mg and acquisition of microfilm, shoul^l 
be ^qj-utinized annually' title by title, by both the library staff and 
department heads <who have a vested interest in the quality and 
^quantrtV of senals and journals itS their fields of interest) todevelop 
'a supportable budget ^ - . 

•\ .• • • 

However! festatejpnent of the probleitis faced in the contr<3l of 
senafs and journals in the'budgel prodess serves no purpose un- 
less great er'in-depth defi nitiqn will dlreqt the attack for a solution^ 
Tne use of retrospective pnc^ study employing jnodern forms 
andM)ethpds of infbrTiatKJn storage and retrieval will provfd^that 
directioTit in the budget, process. Thte data presented here was 
accumulated by F W Faxon Company An agency serving a,wide 
variety ofc library clientele has accfess to unique sets of records 
which, if proper4y_sJi/uctured. can yse mdusU7-wide standards as a 
bdsis to praduCe very finely-tuned recorSs{ar spec^ic institutions 
Far those libVaries where ready-^ade industry stantiards now , 
serve as a subject or departmental journal'structuring base, titles 
can be e'asiJy distnbuted into thes^ broad ^ubject or authogty 
categories An updated price-study chjtrt of such standard author- 
ity groups of titles for the years 1973, -IQ/A. and 1975, showing, 
tCompara\ive average pneesfor the purchase of one of eacli title in 
the subject authonty follows (Table 1 y Also, an averag&wetghted 
jpnce*'per title shows that selectivityj(use and need)of thepublica- 
tionjplays an tmportant'part injth^development of an average 
pne 



"Average ^eight^ price tsthenumberof copiesof orders of alljournalsin 
each authority gfoup multiplied by^the one-year price Thedollar total of all 
orders is divided by the number of copies to arrive at the average weighted 
price ' ' ^ I 
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Jhen^^cj4S{Dlay (Table 2) shows the prices of specific lists of titles- 
for various classes of selected libraries either based upon the. ,^ 
authorrty.groupsm Table 1 or upon the institution's own selection 
of titles in tt^e sanr^e discipline ♦ 



1) University of Houston 

2) Un^^^slty of Miami , 
^) University of Gtorg/a 
4) FiirfiekJ University • 

5> Memphis public Library 



6) N^w Orleans Public Library 

7) Wilmington Public Library 
. 8) Htverfprc^School 

9) Richland Coun>y:SchooIS' 

10) University City Schools 



Inttitution 
(liattd •bov\ 



Subject 
Category 



Number of 
Tm«a 



^Avtraga 
Pfica*Par TWa 







t973 


1974 


'1975 


' 1973 


1974 

4. 


3 


'^Sjpt**'^ Science , 


' -70 


66 


67 


25.V 


29 68^ 




/iTmchnology 












jp^^Applied Science 


' 105 ' 


i Afi 


125 


24 16 


24 10 




& Technology 












Applied Science a 


105 


106 


106 


17 24 


1811 




4 Technology 












.3 


Art index > 


36 


35 


35 


*11 7^,15.86 


5 


XrtJndex 


29 


35 


40 


16 33 


18 40- 


6 


Art Index' 


77 


78 


'72 


'•^4 54 


15 98 


3 


Business Por(odtc»♦s^ 




d9 


87 


19 36 


21 40 




Index . - N 












6 


rr* " Bus^r^ess Periodicals *^t8 


126 


130. 


1331 


1,4 62 




Index » , ' 












7 * 


I Business Pdnodicais 


• 24 


28 


,31- 


20 85 


27 93 




Index 














Readers Gutde to , 


- 454^. 


47l' 




8 02 




V-^ecipdictl L<t 












*7 


Raaders Guida^to 




lai 


' 146 


868 


'12 75 * 




Ptnodica) Li^ 












8 


Readers' 'Guide.to 


' -83 


77 


80 


15 75 


19*68 




Penodtcal Lit - 












: 9* 


Aea^ers' Guide to 


*d08 


803 


764 


- 769 


'6 93 




* Penod»cah.it . 










10 


Readers' GuKje\o ^ 


•<306 


293- 


293 


1799 


• 605 




' -penodicti Lit V 












1 


BiQtogy . ' )v 


296 


311 


iu. 


. 51.84 


62.10 


2 


Biology"*"" ^ ^ ' 


276. 


292 


331 


4803 


6011 


3 


Biology 


406* 


395 


379 


27 39 


31 88 


4 


Biology 


^82 


- 84 


89 


. 56 40 


65:^ 


t 


* Ch^n^jisiVy - 


107 


115 


120, 


127.07.156 31 
* 




8 39^ 



' 4 
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T«bl# 2— continued 



lnttitutk>n' 



Subjtct 



Number of 



Prict P#rnll«^ 





Cftt»gory 


1973 


1974 


1975 


/1973 1974 . 1975 

/ 


2 


Che(Tiistry 


84 


65 


111 ' 
1 1 1 


\£i 59 1 7<: 85 149 61 


3 


Chefntsiry " 


12 


12 


1 2 


y 7 7U 1 £0 9^ 1 30 >>U 


. 4 


Chemistry 


29 


41 • 


43 


109 12 104*22 154.04 
,1 3 76 l6cG3 "^16 07 


1 


Library Management 




6^ 


67 


2 




*^ 0 1 


30 






*3 . 


Library Management 


6 


6 


26 

/113 


1 1 156 13.4Qf 12 36 


1 


Physics 


103 ' 


106 * 


91 61*120 32 1:26 95 


2 


Physics 


116 


122 


148 


93 61 126 16 


, 4 


Physic^^ 


21 


22 


^2 


148,47 187 60 179 34 


\ ' 


Psychology 


127 


144 


155 


30 27 32 71 36 65 


2 


Psychology ^ 


106 


123 


135 


34 99 36 94 42 39 


3 


Psychology 


37 


52 




20 50 1753 -2002 


4 


Psychology #. 


60 


64 


' 95 


4 2 29 50 1 8 35 47 


1 


Sociology 


63 


73 


74 


15 85 1 8 44 21 46 


2 


Sociology 


67 


91 


104 


17 72 18 49 21.59 


3 


^cioio^y 


51 


51 


50 


14 18 15 97 16 84 


4 


Sociology 


36 


'40 


41 


16,66 19 02 1937. 



Once a yearly average pnce has been determined /or standard 
authority grbups of thtles, such as those in Table 1, these prices 
,haVe valine as budge^controls to those institutions who bujl(J their 
.journal collection around the title base of these authority gi*bups ] 

If an institi^tupn elects to structure tts journal cbllectiop ar6und aft,^ 
academid discipline or departments of study; or adr^jinistratioQ* 
funded units, then t^e annrUal aver^g]^ price^yiN nbt \^ similar,^o. 
those in Table 1. as evidenfced in tabfe 2.*but neiittier \s ther^.tf* 
conUoi relfitioa^hip to ihe^Crtteria for pfj^bundexej^ fpr library* 
mat^rtai^, :Price Index fon-Periodicals V , 

,Note the ^ide averrSige prrce differe'nceS'hetween ^*nilar sobiect- 
, disciphnary gr#jpVjn Ta|>ie 2 . 'j,, ^ * ;\ 

Therje appears to db no subst|i^|^Tb^ at i^asrt a rnijiinjum thj/ee^e&f ' 
pnc^stX^ fijir.eScht/tl$,purcfi^'sed iji^a'lrbrary^Yf^ai4s.''ttie reifpr' 
spectiye/p>Ke Gpmparison nnfetHob^n be used as one^sour^Q of:, 
intelligently ^evel^ipg a budget for,a p^nodicctl collectVon Pride, 
tr^rvd^^ill dev^o^ir^^ach Qe^^dertiicdisciplme i/thetotarnumb^r 
of .Hfles in e^*qf!»gr(^ap^js lar^fe encajgh nOt'to be cjlstorted by^ '\ 
abfSiiJrm^t p^^ice inpre'aises o/a few^tlfl^s Jn brdef |ib\jr)derstar>d 
$otne of t(e$,wide di^repanpie? b^lwefeh rKe average^pnce of. , 
simila'r greTops of tiftes in table 2t'T^ble 3 gives th.e tmal averajge* 
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»price for all periodicals at these and other uistitutiohs, tjie^otal 
riiimber of tUles in-the ppce study, and the ordenng'plan used. 
Plan A \s one-year. Plan D. prices all titles fpr three years. 



Tfb;* 3 



Average Price - Selected Institutions 

( Na<>f 
P\mn !n«t]tu|lon T1t}«« 



Universtty of Houston 4,270 

Unjversity^f Miami 3.253 
Uniy^ttf of Georgia'Athen? ^ 2.200 » 
Fairtield Universi^ 978 

Memphis Public Library 1,418 

New Orleans PubUc Library 1.661 
Wilmington PublfC Library 560. 
Ht,irlrtord School 222^ 
Richland City School System ' 2,122 
Universjty City Scf>obl System 675 

US Dept pf Intertor " 1,454 

Urf»v ofMass-Med School 1.674 
*M<ss»Gene/al Hospital ' 551 

Nat I irvstrtute of Health 2.398 - 
-Hirann College . 434 

Tufts University ^ ^ . 1.548 

MCT ' , 1.991 

Umv o( Bridgeport 1.981 



A 
A 

0 
0 
A 
,0 
A 
'A 
0. 
A 
'D 
D 
A 
0 



Averao* Price 

1973 t974 x1975 

21.31 34 65 38 24 
33 18^ 40 77 47 6a 
21.39 24 90 -26 37 
33 56*^32 02 
1650. 20 63 
1502 1994 
24 84 .24 40 
18 79 '19 23 25 21 
7 92 7 02, 836 
6 2Z 12 04 
52 05 
58,46 
62 44 
70 37 
23 44 
5^82 
5240 
37 48 



30 01 
1540 
14 07 
20 65< 



17 60 

50 41 

51 88 

22 01 

45 37 

46 09 



53 75 
66 20 
"66 70 
70 19 



55 25 
41 56 



Tattle 4deyerops theaver^ge price for 
each of the following chasslficatjoris of 
1974.Aprj^1&7§ . \ 



the titles subscribed to m 
libraries for the period July 



•Ttbl»4 

•nd Ik Hiflh 

Un iveftlti«e Hospital* Schools 



Primary 
Schools 



Tubjfc • 
' Ubrarias 



«f$34 34 



^6 99 
t 



$14 00 . $15 61 $19.49 



Special 
Libraries 

(Govt) * 

$57.71 



Special 
Ubrarles 
(Business) 

$44 97 



Table 5'shows ihe'pric^ categories whicVi vyill help tafoc.us atten- 
tion on theprice fields whrch should comfnand maxin\um scruitny. 
Note that almost 40 percent of the funds in colleges and univer- 
Sitiesare needed to acq ui/e 5 percent of the total periodical 6ollec- 
tion» (See the last three entne.s July 1574-March 1975.) 
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For those smaller public libraries, primary and secondary schools, 
Table 6 shows the value in buy ing the list of titles in Readers' Guide 
Xo Periodicals at the longest term rates offered by the publishers 



Readers' Guide to Periodicals 
YEAR NO. .OF PHICED TrTLES 



AVERAGE WEIGHTED 





3 Yr. 


2 Yr. 


1 yr. 


PRICE 




Ratt 


Rat» 


Rat* 


All at 1 Yr. Rata 


1973 


117 


1^ 


22 


$ 9 40 


1974 


111 


12 


24 


10 03 


197S 


106 


14 ^ 


24 


1086 



AVERAGE WEIGHTED 
PRICE 

Long Tarm Rataa If avail. 

$21 10 
22 05 ^ 
25 09 



Notts « 

1 ) Daclmmg nurpber of penodicats ifi Readers' Guide having 3 year rates , 

2) Average weiphted price mcreas© of 1 4% i n 1 975 over 1 974 vs 4V2%, 1 974 over 1 973 
using maximum numter o1 3 year/ate offers, indicates publishers concern over rate 
of futurfl* inflation 

3| Average weighted pffce morease IS 8% in 1975 over 1974 vs 6 7%. 1974 over 1973 
and 3 4N?1973 over 1972 using the one year rate only 

The or^ %ear rate increase pattern does not need a hedge for future inflationary 
expense • 



The retrospective pnce comparison method on a subject or de- 
partmental basis IS an aggressive budgeting tool as well as a 
defensive mechanism for fairly distributing library imancial re- 
sources Several institutions using this method report reduction in 
numbers of titles not deemed necessary by the user departments 
and proof to their financial officers that ail appropnate care had 
been exercised to keep responsible control over senal mainte- 
nance and purchases 



Notes » ♦ 

1 See Similar statements in J J Kohut. "Allocating the Book Budget A 
Model. College & Research Libraries 35 (May 1974) 192-9, H. WHIiam 
Axford. The Validity of Book Price Indexes for Budgetary Projections. " 
Library Resources <5» Technical Services 19 (Winter 1975). 5-12. and F F 
Clasquin. ' Periodical Prices A three-year Comparative Study. " Library 
Journal 99 (October 1. 1974) 2447-9 



■^-SeeJ^SI 239 20-1974-5. 5 2 Method of Compilation (2) 



Education of SerPbIs Librarians: A Survey 



Background 

The relative merits of educatio/i vs. experience, this is and has 
been a topic of discussion between practitioners and educators of 
librananship for quite some time. As recently as July 1975 at the 
ALAConference in San Francisco, asenes of meetings wastield to 
pursue this theme I, too, have often been caught up in this con- 
troversy, as i am one who had several years of expedence working 
with serials before I obtained my formal library education and 
degree. I was very fortunate, howel^r, to have a library director 
who had once been head of a serials department in a large univer- 
sitylibrary Overthe j^earsshe served as my "mentor" m the area of , 
serials, offering me what amounted to a series of mini-courses 
covering the various asp^eis of serials. Consequently, when I fi- 
nally entered library school, f felt my professional education to be 
at once supplementary and complenieniary to rriy previously ac- 
quired cn-ths-job experience. 

The precipitating taclor that caused me to conduct the survey With 
which this article deals was a course m senals offered at Drexel 
University s Graduate School of Library Science in summer 1973. 
This course, taught by Stella Keenan (then Executive Director of 
the National Federation of Abstracting and Indexing Services), was 
one of the first of the few existing serials courses to be offered by 
an accredited library school. While certainly most, if not all, other 
courses^menf/oned the special problems involved jvith serials, no 
course went further than that. Class lectures on selection, acquisi- 
tions, bibliography/resources, reference, automation, cataloging 
and copyright alt included a parenthetical sentence, something 
along the imes of. ' ' But i n serials the problems and procedures are 
quite unique, unfartunately wedo not have sufficient timeto delve 
into these And this is true, senals and monograpjxs represent ivvo 
different worlds of reality in the library, both of which cannot be 
covered adequately in a single course. 

How gratified i was. then, to take a course dealing specifically with 
serials which covered their physical and bibliographic mahage- 
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ment. their use in bibliometrics. national and international stan- 
dards related to serials, copyright problems here and abroad, etc. 
Out of this course came solutions to problems I had encountered in 
my work, as well as brand new dilemmas which forced me to 
re-thInk spmfe of my previously developed notions about serials. 
This seemed to be ideal preparation for a serials librarian: hard- 
core on-the-jotx experience enhanced by a course covering both 
the practical and theoretical designs In serials. / 



A Survey of Serials Mbrafians ' , - . 

Having derived great benefits from the Drexel serials course, it 
occurred to me that there could not be very many working serials 
librarians who had had such a course, as the few senalscourses" in 
existence had onlyi^eently been offered. At about the same time. I 
began to wonder whdt specific courses had prepared serials librar- 
ians for their jobs, what kind of senals orientation was available to. 
them before they assumed there positions, in what areas they felt 
the n^ed for more education, and other questions of thissort.Hn my 
final academic quarter befor^ graduation from D«'exel (spring 
1974), I had an opportunity to determine the answers to these 
questions I conducted a national survey of senals libranansas an 
independent study project under the gjlidance of Stella Keenan 
The purpose of the project was two-fold, to determine the state of. 
the art tn training for senals libranans. and to evaluate the serials 
course then offered at Drexel against the actual needs of serials 
libranans. It was hoped that the results of this survey would identify, 
the areas m which library schools are meeting (or not meeting>the 
special needs of senals librarians. 

Methodology ' 

Using the ^972J73 American Library Directory to identify potential 
recipients of the questionnaire. I selected 1538 librarieswhich met 
specific cntena forn umber of volumes in the library and budgeted 
amount for periodicals. With the idea that the needs of serial 
iibranans m college and special (including ri^dical) llbrariesmight 
be different, separate statistics were kept for the two groups. In^ 
most cases statistics forthetwogroupscorrelated closely (Public 
libr^nes were not includect in the survey.) A 4Q percent ssfmple was 
selected by mfeans of a random number table, keeping the percent- 
^agp of "college and special libranes the same as In the original " 
' population 69 percent college libranes, 416, 31 percent special 
librarie's, 189; for a total of 605 libraries. 
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A questionnaire was developed that was intended to be short and 
yet allow for as much individual response as possible (see Appen- 
dix) Atovermg letterwas included to expJamtheJbackgrourid and 
purpose of the survey 'Wherever it was pos^IFie to ascertaj/'the 
name of the serials Idbranan from the American Library Directory,, 
' the questionnaire was addressed tdthat individual. Where aserials 
or penodicals librarian was not listed, the letter was simply ad- 
dressfd. ATTN Serials Librarfah 

Results ^ p /, ' , . ♦ 

JHe response to the survey was most rewapding^to say the leasts 
Thr^e hundred and sixty-one responses were received. amoiTntihg 
to a 60 percent return, no follow-up requests were sent. 

In resporise to the fir$t question., every conceivable^ job title was 
listed ranging from aerials* libVarjan. periodicals librafiaR, refer- 
ence librarian, acquisitions libranan, head of technical services, 
public services librarian, library clerk to head libranan. Responses 
. from all returhs were totaled, although in retrospect, a truer picture 
might have been gleaned by jijst counting those who were titled^ 
^senals or-penodical^libranan * " 

•Question two ir.terjded to identify the area or areas in which most 
serials librarians are involved (see Table 1*) By far. acquisitions, 
tfmding and selection were the areas most frequently checked, and 
reference was a close fourth choice 



^ Table t 

Areas jn Which Senats Librarians Are Invoived 

' Artat ^ Collage LIbrarlea Group (265) ^Special Llbrariiia Group (96) 

Selection 64% 67% 

Acqu»SJtfons 74% ' 7i% i 

Cataloging 31% 37% 

index tng/ A bsJlf acting 8% 14% 

Reference 60% j> 59% _ * 

Automation ^ » 30*'/« ^ . 31% 

Binding 73% 64% 

Other , " 21%. - 19% 

I asked the thi rd question because at the time the survey was done I 
was acutely awarepf my classmates efforts to see^l>employment in 
a field of their choice after graduation It 6eemed that most were 
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looking for positions as reference librarians, catalogers, au- 
diovisual librarians or children's librarians. I do not recall one 
person paying that he Or she wanted a position m serials. The 
response tomyquest'fonseemsto bear this out only 20 percent of 
the college group and 10 percent of the special libraries group 
actively sought a position in serials work It seems rather obvious 
that one would tend to seek a position for which one is ^aequately 
prepared throogh education, background and experience. When ' 
such a small percentage of the sample admitted to seekingla serials 
position. It can be inferred that few people feel prepared to iissume 
the demands of serials worjs c6m pared to other fields of liqranan- 
ship 

Since a great number of libfary employment adyertisememts 
specify another subject specialty irv^dditj^ta^fiSrary d^ree, I 
wantedrto find out how many pebple working in senals w4re re- 
quired to have a second subject spefcialty when hired. Six percent 
of the coUege group and 27 percent of the special libraries aroup 
responded affirmatively Themajonty ofthesubjectsiistedwerein 
the sciences or eng^f^eenng. Apparently, at least in collegel li- 
braries, a second subject specialization requirement has n^t yet 
become a trend irt employment practices 



Seventy-mfie percent of the respondents in the college groud had 
earned a in^ster s degc^m library science, as had 74 percent of 
the spedal libraries group. In all, 50 different library schools vlere 
listed, 44 Qf which were accredited. More than one third (34 per- 
cent) of the total respondents had earned their degree since 1970, 
24 percent during 1966-1969, 23 percent during 1960-1965, 15 
percent in the 1950s, four percent in the 1940s, and one m the 
1930s Of the remaining percentage of r^pondentswho said tney 
did not have a master's degree in library scipnce, many were still 
titled serials or periodicals libranan 

Questions six and seven were intended to determine the extentlof 
furthereducationand-prof9ssionaldevelopment that senals librar- 
ians have attained Twenty percent of the college group and 16 
percent of the special libraries group indicated they held-other 
graduate degrees, most were master's degrees irrvanous subject 
areas, and a few mentioned PhD's. In response to the question 
about attendance at post-graduate courses, seminars, workshops 
or other continuing education courses related to^serials, 31 per- 
cent of the college group and 28 percent of the special librariejS 
grqupcited various courses they had attended. Several references 
were made to the LARC setninar as well as the Allerton Park worW- 
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shop, m aclditron» courses or.^emmars m government documents, 
computer programmmg.medical librananship and unspecified se- 
rials workshops were ff^equently cited. A significant number of 
respHondents indicated that they would be* very interested in attend- 
ing such courses, but no opportunity ha^e^ made available to 
them in their area or state. 

..Question eight was an attempt to^determlne the extent to which 
library administrations feel a reafponsibility to help« newly hired 
serials librarian assume her/his position. Obviously, not all newly 
hired persons are novices, som^ having held similar positions 
previously The results of the surVtey showed that 24 percent of the 
college group and 21 percent of the special libraries group re- , ' 
ceived some specialized on-the-job t r^i^Ting directly related to con- 
trol and handling of serials^ The scope an^depth of this training 
could not be quantified in this type of survfe 

The results of th^survey'showed that there is a core of courses that 
helped prepare the respondents for their work in serials The fol- 
lowing courses were listed in 'question nine by nearly the same 
percentage of respondents bibliography/resources in science, 
humanities and social sciences, c&faloging and classification, ref- 
erence, government documents, technical sen^ices; library ad- 
nrnnistration, automation, computer programming or data proc- 
essing Only 10 respondents listed a serials Course as being speci- 
fically helpful to their needs. 



Ttbl«2 

Areas N 



Areas Not "Adequately Covered by Library School Courses 



Selection 
Acquisitions 
Stnals Cataloging 
Serials Reference 
Manual handling 
^Automation 
indexing/abstracting 
Btbitometncs ' 
Copyright - ^ 



Collaga Ubrarlaa Group (265) Special Ubrarlaa G 



29% 
34% 
31% 
21% . 
%2% 
39% ^ 
29% 

6% 
24% 

7% 




26% 
28% 
18% 
33% 

^•!j9% 

' 23% 
19% 
19% 
4% 
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Question 10 wras included in an attempt to isolate those specific 
areas of serials work which library schools have not adequately 
covered for the needs of senals librartans (see Table 2). The most 
surprising result here is that, even in today's increasingly auto- 
mated library world, 40 percent of the respondents checked man- 
ual handling of senals files, I hope that as a result of this particular 
statistic, se r\a\s librarians will feel in good company on a day when 
they are especially ovenA^helmed by bulging kardexes and bindery 
Jiles Manual handlmgofserialsfilesisan area that h^s been taken 
for granted and overlooked, much to the detnment of a large 
percentage of senals libranans. 




Tcbi«3 

Areas »n Which Contmutng Education is Desired 

Areas Colt«g« Ubrarlaa Group (2ft5) Sp«cicl Ubrcrl«a Group {9tl 



Catat^gmg 
Acquisitions 
BibhorMWics 

elegf^ 
(Martua)).SanaVT<ecord 
Circulation y 
Indexing/Abstracting 
i^utbmation 
finding 
Microfofms 
Budgeting 
Publishing/Editonal 

Practicea 
R«ftrenc% • 
Copyright 
Govt Documents 
Foreign Lang\jag^s 



18% 




10% 


14% 




6% 


5% " 




4% 


12% 




7% 


15% 




5% 


4% 




3% 


16% 




7% 


38% 




34% 


3% 




.2% 


A% 




2% 


9% 




4% 


-2% 




-2%- 


8% 




7% 


3% 




3% 


3% 




2% 


*U 




5% 



Th^ results of q uestion 1 1 (se,e Table 3) could be used in two ways, 
(the percentages for each line are smallerdue to the fact that this 
was an open-ended question ) First, each of thetopics listed could 
be used as t he theme of a continuing educatiort wo rkshop, seminar^ 
or course. Many such courses have been and continued be of- 
fered by library scfiopis and oth^r professional organizations. 
Second, the areas listed by the respondents in question 11 repre- 
sent a very accurate picture of tlie world of serialS; should future 
serials libranans be denied tlie' opportunity to learn in library 
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school courses as much possible about the^et^oblems before 
bemg expected to tackle them in =a real series t5Q§ition'? 

' ^ 

The results for question 12 confirm tj^e ever-growing trend in 
automation of serials ^iles. In the college group, 32 perce^pt re- 
ported that their libraries have some type of automated serials file. 
36 5 percent of the special libraries group also answered this ques- 
tion affirmatively These percentages have probably increased by 
now. however, as 26 percent of the college group and 24 percent of 
the special libraries group indicated future plans forautomated 
serfals files 

In question 13 I wanted todetermmejthe extent of the respondents" 
serials expedience Twenty-seven percent of the total had ori^ to 
two years experience, 25 percent had three to five years, 17 per- 
cent had fwe to ten years, and 20 percent had over ten years 
experience. The sample proved to be a good cross section of 
experienced and jess experienced serials libranans 

Additional Comments by Respondents 

When I abked ^or additional comnnents concerning the theme of 
thissurvey. 1 tfulydid not expect much response from busy, over- 
worked serials librarians It quickly became apparent, however, 
that this isra subject that generates^extfemely vaned and thought- 
provoking i<jeas in se^pals librarians Approximately 50 percent of 
the respondents took the time to give me additional information, 
ran'gi ng from fe few terse clarifying statements tobeautif ully articu- 
lated philosop(iies of serials librarians and serials in general. Sev- 
eral people use^ the ppportunity to complain about marjy of the 
problems now treated in publications such as l\X\e V/ar/es. Others, 
anticipating my recommendations, gave detailed syllabi for a 
hypothetical serials course One remarkable serials librarian sent 
an 1*1 -page typed response that is worthy of publishing in itself 

By and large a few recurring ideas were expressed m the additional 
comments Business management courses were seen as manda- 
tory for serials libranans by many respondents. "Library science 
students should be n?ade aware of the fact that library, manage- 
ment IS Big Business. ' said on^ librarian, "and [theyl should jDe 
told that jtheyl may well become responsible for hundreds of 
thousands of dollars and hundreds of staff members *'*Anothe^ 
person lamented. ' Senals now represent 73 percent of my library's^ 
materials budget, and I had no formal traming^in regard to them. 
Something swrong. ..Still another librariafi stated that he owed 
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hissj^cc^s*in ser^iafe administration to 20 years of prior experience 
m the twsiness community ^ 

Another important »dea t>rought out by many people was the 
V^cessity fbi'«more effective communi(5^ations,-bothjnter- 
^instilutionBlly between serials librarians and inter-iiepartmehtally 
withm the mstitinion m, r"^ \ 

Finally^ there^were many comrnents corrcer;ning v^ho should teach 
a serials course and hdw it should be conducted'r^^any felt that the^ 
course should be the responstbHity of an experienced serials de- 
partment administrator, as only this type of person could i^e famil- 
jarwith both the theory anc/ practices involved in serialsvyoflTAIso, 
jt'>vds generally expressed that any senals course should Tnclude 
^*me typ^^of hands-on ' experience in a hbra'ry or a feb section 
where problems can ^be explored tn depth: 

Aifhough many other ^^aluable* thought^ and suggestions were 
inc-luded in the written commervt^, space limitations prevent the 
^mention of all oftJ^em My hearty thanks go to all who*"tookthetime 
ancftroubl^ to eJ^ress their ibeas^ 

Cohciustpns €|nd^Recomme'ndations " , , ^ 

W^ile the rfesuit^of this\urvey can by no means be called cdntlu- * 
s^^e. It IS' my belief that jkey do point out the deficiencies m Jhe 
formal edqpatiop'receivetJ by many wcirking Aerials Ubranans. To 
expect a person to cope wi^h the convoluted reali^ty in th^ serials 
world-without fvbr having even heard the wor^l "senals" men- 
Ijone'd'in library school coupse^s is cruel, utipr3fessiQaal,''wastefuf 
, and 'foolish Is there any other'field of literarianship that presumes 
so much'^^rt IS true th^t^most libranans wifUexperience pangs of 
anxiely^(3 uncertainty when faced with a new job, but at least they 
can fall back on some bjasic theories a*«d bibliographic tools ^ 
•learned in courses related to their specialties As seriai^ take over 
the maior pgrtion of many libraries materials budgets, and as 
OCL'C CONSER. ISSN. NfeDP. ISBD(a) become part of senals 
Ifbrariirns everyday vocab.ularv, can professional library eduqators 
continue to neglect thijs.vast area of llbrarlane^lp?' 

Jn ^?eparate survey of all the ALA accredits library schools con- 
ducPed iQ'sf?Ting-ig1^4 'Stella Keenan and I lear^ned'thatonlyj^ight 
graduate library schools offfer a course on si^wajs (Ther^e are^now 
62'acc/edited library sphooiaj pf^these eight courses^ for which we 
receivec^lhe syllabi, only three included serial^asapartof alarger 
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cour^ on technical services or organization of special materials 
in surnmary.J would like to" make three recommendations ' 

1 The ALA Serials Section Po!hcy and Research Committee, which 
haS'had this top^ic pn its agenda at the 1974 and 1975 annual 

^ co^nferenceS. shoirfd take steps to issue a position statement ex- 
pressing Its co/icern about this matter to the curriculum commjt- 
.tees of all^ccredited library schools that do not offer a serrals - 
course If the committee should ^find it within its aegis to do so, a^ 
proposed suggested syllabus could also be prepared^ 

2 Library school admmistrators should examine their course offer- 
ings to determine hbwthe'grbwing area of senals Jibrananship c&n 
be ef feet ivejy, integrated into ^th^^ cur riGulirm.* • ^ 

3 To ensure continuing cogimunication among serials librawans and 
to promo.te professional develcjpment, workshops, such as those 

^held by LARC aiid the Library of Congress, should continue* to 
flourish Thes^ shbuld be made available at as low a cost as possi- 
ble, and Varying ge^raphical areas should )De Elected as srtes 
ProfessidnaHibrary organizations should piake every effort to 
cater to the needs arsenals librarians as they have done for other 
special interest groups 'H^^ P^^^ ^ ' 
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MexibD.^inc^,Noyembe^1974 Prior to that>»e vyas DireetQj' oi the Natiortel 
Seris^ls^at'i^rogram' for over tyvo years. Chief of the Congressiojnat Repr- 
ence Division for f66r years, he has'Vietid several other posit ions iniad mi nis* 
tralion. reWence, and technical sa/Vices §t the Library of Congress since 
going t^iere asa Special Recruittn 1962, after graduating from'the Univer- 
sity of MichigaK SjChooJ of Library Science He holds a BA and has done 
graduate work irKpolitical science at Wayne State University 

Benila M. Wftber graduated from Drexel Univers4ty s Graduate School of 
' Library Science m IST^ She began working' with serig^lsat^he Montgomery 
County Community CoVlege Library in December 196fe and is currently 
Selr.al§and6inding Libia^uan On various occasions she'has,guest-lec)ured 
abirut serials at Drexel, A nr^ber of Beta PhkMu and the American Library 
Association, she was recentiypommated for Secretary of the Serials Sec- 
tion of BTSD 
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